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hail storm seems to have been very 
nded. Indigo fields being propared for’ next_y 
corn have tly risen, owing to a falling off i 
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, days cloudy, and nights -clear. ; Rain 
Tyil teleg' fanaa ‘inte Sea 


.. Some rain has fallen during the’ 
weather crops even: more fi 


Rain on 5th and 6th instant. Over an inch in Soopool ; severe 
but crops not much damaged, as there was but little cold. 
Cold-weather crops still promise to be very fine. 
Very cloudy, Rain in the commencement of the weok. There 
anna return from the aughani, or late rice crop. The recent rain 
beneficial to the cold-weather , which promise very well. The 
the crops is everything that can be desired. ud 
Sonthal Pergunnahs ... 1°31 | Rain fell in the district. At Deoghur “48, Rajmehal a few drops, tara 
Hail in many places. A little done to mustard in Raymehal, 
nearly all out ; everything else doing very well. My 
warm for the time of year. Winter crops coming on well, 
reaped. 
Waster chcateaty “dilly, with one or two slight showers of rain. Hal 
vesting of rice crop coming to close. General prospects of crops good 
Some rain has fallen in the 4 Heche. wr Sek eee ve 
cut to a t extent and ro excellent, Sudder sul 
Qivision and in Pieris. ' 1) 
Some rain has fallen in the district. Weather seasonable, All the rice hi 
now been cut. ‘The cold-weather crops promise well, a 
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Furreedpore 
po ventictea Bore 
in: general hea ttack : publi 
‘eases of small-pox. Lohardugga ; pote hi 
here and there, 
General Remarks.—There was more or less rain 
week ending 12th instant. The hail-storm that 0 
5th instant seems to have been widespread, but the hail does not 
have done serious damage anywhere, while the rains have been seas 
done appreciable to the cold-weather which are 
is 











5 prospects of good ; prices falling. 

wanted for ‘; fever continues ; 
a eee 
Shacdemendag pa ‘ 


Wonlhes cla; sabt ercoe bealtay;’ poppy sowing commenced; health goods 


favourable; cutting jowar commenced 
alr ating fv prevalent ; prices easy. © : 
clear ‘risen’ int 


good; cattle disease prevalent; prices 


} Non; health and agricultural prospects continue good. 


Report not received. 
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CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 1875. ieee 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


























‘A Supprement fo the Gazerre or InprA will be published from time to time, containing such Fabs ab 
information as the Government of India may deem to be of interest to the Public, and such as may usefully be butt 
Non-Subsoribers to the GazwrtE may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment of six Rupees per annum if 
delivered in Caloutta, or nine Rupees if sent by Post. é 
f No Official Orders or Notifications, the publication of which in the Gazette ov Inpra is required by am Se ; 
which it has been customary to publish in the Carcurta Gazerre, will be included in the SuPpPLEMENT. “For F 
f Orders and Notifications the body of the Gazer must be looked to. Pe 








GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. i 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


No. XLVIL or 1874. 
APPROXIMATE STATEMENT OF GROSS RECEIPTS ON INDIAN RAILWAYS. 








For waex =NDING Toran wuox ler Jawvany 


20th Novemoer, to 28th Nov. | to 29th Nov. 
1873. 1874, 1873, 












Guaranteed. ; IT ae a fare 
East Indian, Main... 7,95,893 | 3,19,29,599 | 2,45,61,450 
Ditto, Jubbulpore 42,965 62,114 | 28,41,096 | 17,23,278 | 






.| Oudh & Rohilkhund 


ts 29,854 | 17,89,787 
"} Sindh, Punjab & 


1,86,849 | 68,56,730 | 62,12,516 
1,381,441 | 61,683,469 | 61,20,859 

20,829 8,56,796 | 10,12,710 
3,61,995 | 1,77,32,464 | 1,68,72,454. 
1,18,191 | 60,58,523 | 49,57,173 


17,43,447 | 7,50,18,477 | 6,42,42,605 


87,281 | 82,90,018 | 27,99,185 
9,838,540 






















’ 1,489 
1,604 


4,420 








fom Ist January to 80th September 
iJ Yo rd Augst 979, and 


fF ebraary to 24th 


@S AND EXPENSES OF INDIAN RAILWAYS DURING THE HALF-YEAR BN 
s 80TH JUNE 1874. i 


No? I. 
GENERAL RESULTS. 


Earnings. 


Rs. 
29,657,671 


9,52,736 | 
} 44,95,577 


65,835 
47,036 
124,794 
84,765 
23,9626 
21,562 
80,568 
17,151 





Toran a 10,307,746 5,08,51,098 2,25,79,788 








of $2,476 miles run by Construction Trains for Engineers’ Department. 
of rain damage repairs which amount to Rs. 58,998 for the half-year ending 30ch June 1874. 
of 38,088 miles run by Construction Trains for Enginoers’ Department. 
4 two lines are worked by the G. I. P. Railway. 
¢- earnings from 1st January to 14th June 1874. 
p—IThis line was open for public trafic from Ist February 1874, 
; Ditto ditto ditto to 14th Juno 1874, after which date it was closed. 


‘No. II. 
SUMMARY OF EARNINGS. 


Electric “ 
Goods. | Telegraph, } Steain Bont. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
Are 
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ERNOTED AT DEOLEE BY THE MEN OF THE DE 
FORCE. 























Circular No. 6, Public Works, dated Fort William, the 11th January 18 
From—Carratn G, 'T. Sxrewrrn, Assistant Secretary, 
To—The Government of India, Public Works Department, 


ib I am directed to forward, for general information, the acoompanyi 
Eider Rootes sketch descriptive fs works executed at Deolee by the mde 






Force under the orders of Colonel J. D. MacDonald. 


Enclosure to Circular No. 5, Public Works, 


Memorandum ly Lievrenant-Covoxen J. M. Wirz1ams, Superintendent of Works; 4 
Mhairwarra, on the various works executed at Deolee by the men of the Deotee Irr 
under the supervision of Coroner J. D. MacDonaty, Commanding,—Dated N, 3 


the 21st February 1874. 


The majority of the works executed by the Deolee Force have already received th 
mendations of high. authorities, and it is only needful for me to add my testimon 
being at the present time in 2 state of perfect presorvalion owing to the quality th 

employed in their original construction, and to the subsequent attention bestowed upor 
* Amongst these are— ee 


lst.—-The “Nek Chal” embankment. che 
ite 2nd.—Bathing ghit, weir, and guard-room. Minn ete 
8rd.—Chowkeedar’s hut in cemetery. a, | : 
4th.—Hindoo temple on Clay’s Island. 


5th. —Out-offices to hospital: this last erected for the Public Wo 
. ment at contract rates. 


Tt is much to be regretted that, in consequence of the “Nek Chal” 
limits of the cantonment, a difficulty has ari ing isi r a 
mental weir on the northern face of the embankment, which designed by Mr. Ga 
merly Assistant Engineer, Public Works Department, at Deolee, Bie 


This weir, I understood, was designed to aid one of the existing weirs, he ¢ 
over which in heavy floods threatens its foundation, the soil not being good, 
matter of lasting regret should theembankment on which so much care and 


isplayed be destroyed in consequence, Its destruction would moreover prove a 
rps the station. ih Riad 


There are two buildi which have been lately built, and whieh: 2 
wiously reported upon, aki Seton for further remark pe thoes hones =hg 


f lst.—The “ Hall of Justice,” i ‘4 
ee 2ud.—The bathing-shed for the hospital of the Deolee Force, 
. ¢ f j Y 
The “Hall of Justice” has been constructed b: Colonel MacDonald ‘as. 
in which also he conducts his duties as Cantonment Robistoata It ae i 
spot in his garden in front of his residence, and has been most tastefully ec 
roof rests on a front and rear wall, pierced with artistically desi 
windows, and. at the sides on 
filled with handsomely-designed 
_ front consist of single slabs of slate cut throug] 
| eentre and also the walls in several places are 
designs by Lieutenant Neville, 14th Bengal 
y Cai a on slate 
the Agen’ 






d by a lu ufigpt growth of creepers!* 
ion to the several works omy enumerated, the 
hat or landing-place on Clay’s Island and the church ; 
report. x » 244 


wing alway an advocate for the employment of regimental labor, it hag ¢ 
ch deli. successfully and parsistchp it has been employed at ‘D 
eight years. That it has been so cordially rendered by t edi 
nd deserving of all praise, and its results will prove a la 
te of Colonel MacDonald, and the interest he has taken in hi 
elicited from them the spontaneous exertions by which Colonel MaeDonald’s proj 


uccessfully executed, 


orandum by Lrevtenant-Coroxe J. M. Wiittaas, Superintendent of Works, 3 
Uhairwarra, on the Church which is being built at Deolee-—Dated Jussakhera, 

"March 1874. ; { des 
e church is being built entirely under Colonel MacDonald’s supervision by the Berk 

/Deolee Irregular Force, and stands in a central position in the cantonment of lee in “a 

tion of the compound belonging to the Presbyterian*Mission. — ; . 

here are no plans, sections or elevations of the building, which is unfortunate, | 

g my short visit to Deolee of one day 1 was unable to get out proper plans, 


to depute an officer to send me a plan and section, which I enclose. 


Colonel MacDonald has been guided throughout by the illustrations contained in’ a_ 
clesiastical architecture which he possesses, and has-certainly been very happy in the . 


tions he has formed. ; : ee, 
¢ building bas reached the height shown in the a¢eompanying section, and i) built 
se rubble masonry in lime mortar, well and solidly put together. indos . 
there are eight in the body of the church and three in the chancel, to be fill 
labs of slates eut through in appropriate handsome patterns by men of the. 
One window, the central one in the chancel, had already ‘been so filled on the occ 
py. visit: in its centre is an illuminated scroll bearing the words “ Faith, Hope, 
“’ The effect is exceedingly pleasing, and, next to stained glass, is more effective. 
z I have previously seen. ‘To prevent dust entering through the opened carved 
dows will be protected with a covering of perforated zine. 


lonel MacDonald proposes to place a pointed roof of slabs on the building sligh 
present level of the walls, and above this, for the sake of coolness, and to. p ‘ 
@; inverted ghurras or chatties, bringing the surface nearly, if not quite, to the app 
flat roofs. I suggested that the building would be more in keeping with its’ styl 
hitecture if he does not conceal the pitch of the roof, which he-need not do if he plac 
P of sinall inverted chatties over the whole surface of the slabs, and then covers, th 
racing. : ‘ os 
lls are to be finished off with a battlemented "parapet in early lish si 
ses with facials in keeping with the parapet, 3 we 


\ building has cost in material up to the present Rs. 2,100, and with cho 
and improvements. to the ground, it may be approximately estimated to cost Rey 0 


hurch will accommodate about 80 sittings, which are ample for the s 
‘station the Government grant for a chureh iding this number of s 
om Rs. 2,500 to 3,000, and if this amount can be eral in. the present in: 
a great boon to the station, and enable Colonel McD to complete 
manner as he desires. ., a 


5 certainly a mostApirited and enterprising un 
e buildi ithouly the local subseriptions, 

iy forthering, speaks volumes for the 
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for next preceding week. 
i Prices range as follow :—Best rice 17 to 19 seers, and cornmon rice 18 to 22 seers per ruy 
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: Holland in hh thr ar foto manuinotorics sre Noxth Brabial, 
which use from 460,000 to 467,000 Slogbaticiilae 
tel, one at Geldro, rp, five at Goirle, and one 
At Brabant the jute is used 
g grain cn ect for paper hangings, and for packing cloth ; none for coffee bags. bigs 
‘North Holland there are six factories, using 214,500 kilogrammes of jute a ear ; one: 
rdam, three at Goven, and two at Naarden. Of this quantity, 185,000 
for coffee bags; and at Goven 9,500 kilogrammes are used up for ‘makin covering 
or cows. 
Utrecht there are four factories, two at the town of Utrecht, one at Rhenen, and one 
work up from 251,550 to 251,650 kilogrammes of jute a year; of w 
only 20,000 are used for coffee bags at ‘Amersfoort, About 230,000 kilogrammes are 
up also at Amersfoort for making onion, sugar and meal sacks, 
Uses aad the woot i atnataapae earer rough Eo coverings for cows, and common carpets. § 
Jand there ‘are three factories, using 46,425 iiloo 
grammes of jute—at Dokkum, Horlengen, Weststellingward ; ‘at the latter place 13 1000 Kilo 
grammes are oad for coffee bags. 


the province of Overyssel there are six factories, but a t deal of jute is also ‘ole ; 
etek tote heneee of tbe wostoptogin for yar kk cloth. "ws de int med” 
is ae ce0s-000 kil mes, of which 1,921,500 is viet coffee bags. The rest is made into meal” 

rf oe aged cking cloth, mattresses, stair carpets and salt and potato sacks, 

Goor all the jute work is done in the houses by hand. At Holten there is a 


Oldenzael three, at Steenwyk ae the largest ot all is at Ryssen, where 2,500. 000 kiloge kg 
mes of jute are annually used used 6. 


» 


fr “In the province of Dreuthe, there are two factories at Norg and two at Viedder, using a 
; 240,606 kilogrammes of jute, of which 236,000 are for coffee bags. 


is ‘Altogether there are $2 jute manufactories in Holland, besides the hand-weaving in the 
! hiinte of the work-people. ithe quantity of jute annually worked up is from 4,006,141 


120,241 kilogrammes, of which from 2,375,500 to 2,680,000 are used for coffee bags; 
from 2,490,641 to 2,489,741 for other purposes. ‘ 


CLEMENTS R. MARKHAM. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DUPARTMENT OF REVENUE, AGRICULTURE, AND COMMERCE, 


ON THE STATE OF THE SEASON AND PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS 
THE Wank ENDING THE 2lst JANUARY 1875. 


» Remarxs.—There has been no rain in Madras, Mysore , the Central Provinces, B 
at Rajputana. snd Alla rain has fallen in the pct districts of e 
ge Dag in a haw ten in yvabad in Ondly 

e Punjab, heaviest ave been in Assam a 
} fncWeatrn Prono, th Pusey an the alt! want of = 
of North. pe Perio, the Punjab, and the 





Water in rivers scan’ , 20 saEpIy to ae ee eT ee r 
of wet crops over that of a pli bas continues in some 
crops cee harvest of some wet and oe 
market well supplied ; prices <<, public heal 
here and there; ono death b; — in Combaconum: cattle 4 
Sheally, some loss; pasture sufficien . “sept 

Water eiliclent | Gives beginning to fallow : crops in fer 

merally up to average : public health good: pasture ample. =| 
‘arvesting of second crop in progress: markets well oupplied 3 pric 
fever pm small-pox slightly prevalent: cattle disease in Wi 


withering. 
General 


satisfactory. 


Rabi crops looking splendid; abur (mustard) still being sown o 
lands: weather colder. . 

Rabi crops generally doing well, but want of rain, sharp frosts on 
15th, lath , and 17th, injured the more advanced rape crops. , 

Cotton all picked—heavy outturn: rabi crops looking very well: 
in doviriag districts: weather changeable: state o disease 
as before. ‘ 


No change. 
Spring _ rogressing : fever in Pardi. ‘ 
Cotton and ti being reaped; other standing crops and public health generally 


Cbtton-picking commenced: orope and public health good: weather vary, cbld 


State of crops and public health the same as before: cotton good; d 
brisk; rate 49. 3 
Rabi crops good in some talukas, but partially blighted from want of moist 
and heavy dews in others, where loss is estimated at four annas in the rapee > 
excepting slight fever, public health good. “7 


Weather cool: public health good; fever prevailing in Mahim, Wada, > 
Shahpur talukas, and pie] in Bhewndy taluka; ague in Moorbaur 
taluka; guinea-worm and cough iu Wada taluka: rabi crops good in Mahim, 
Shagar, Bhewndy, and Bassein talukas, but middling in Dhanoo, Moorbaur, 
and Kallian talukas: rabi crop especially good in Kurjut taluka. 

Rabi crops continue in the same condition as before : limadn and public Health 


Poy slightly damaged by cold: health good. s,) 
No ch . : Sed 


State of late crops the same as before; in Kurar oomari crops injured 
blight: weather cloudy and chilly: ague in Pahtun. Nay 


— crops ; cotton indifferent: fever in some talukay: murrain | ' 
‘isappeared, ; : 
Wheat injured in Petta Moondurgi; state of other late crops the same 
Poe may cotton snag vasengel, a 
wing operations for second rice crop commenced ; sugarcane being 
— middling; fever prevalent. 
‘0 change. ; 





Rabi crops and public health good ; weather windy and very cold, 
Cold wind sal need frost in Chotila dis 1 rope heen 


ith 
Coton continues ; rabi crop fair: public health good. 


heal 
General remarks.—Rabi crops are v in Sindh ; poor in the Deccan ; 
elsewhere : eng a, Terr tpl ong iharif gulasn geek 


Weather cloudy and windy. Late rice harvested. -Prospects of 
Weather dry. The state and prospects of the winter crops ¢ 
Bright and dry weather. Harvest home. Cold-weather erops do 
in ing and less cold than before. , 
Foggy cour A jore. Harvest nearly 
Clear ; wind from north and south-west. ‘Prospects of | 
crops fair, but water requi ‘ 
Cool and occasionally cloudy. The harvest of the late rice is almost co 
Cold-weather crops well. ba 
Epler tyes. Gr, Mend ros ot tee year, Some ge 
- Tas otherwin crop ofall sorts hae. pean ty 





A fall of tain last Monday ; weather cold and foggy. ‘The 

ghee not quite finished perp yer hm he 

ave ee ee crops. Mustard, thor 
eee | 


sown late 
There has 
| been 


ae Oe are promising. The late rains have 
laces. e pulse is turning out well. 
Clear and fine weather. No rains during the 
weather crops continues to be most isi 
nearly. completed; and there is a fine m 
ly . 
Weather cold and hoses aM cloudy, with fogs in the morning. 
‘mun or late rice crop is nearly finished. Cold-weather —— 
Weather fair. Cold in the morning and evening. State prospects 
excellent. Reaping of the amun or late rice got finished as yet. 


Weather fine and seasonable; occasionally cloudyand foggy. No rain; 
of kalai nearly finished, and of sugarcane and tarmeric : 
outturn does not appear as good ax it was expected. Matore and 
ulses and rye are in flower. Cheena millet is being sown. 8 igs 
‘eather cloudy and cold. Some rain has fallen. All crops promise well, 
Woe cool sof Soe. Clouds still hanging about. Crops very good, m 
crops especially. ¢ 
Seasonable weather. Ypaddy nearly harvested ; moosoor pulse slightly i 
by the late wer fog. Prospect of cold-weather crops otherwise excellen 
Weather cool. 
gamects and cold. Prevailing wind west. Prospects of promis? 
able 4 ing wind w crops , 2 
ing. The late rain has done much good. far han een anceraindy the 
ome gd pire week has not caused any serious damage to the cold 
weather ant crops. { <5 
wt epg ice anh cold. Prospect of rabi or cold weather crops. Very _ 
iT. 
Fine, cold, and seasonable weather. West wind ailing. The . 
the cold-weather crops = ey favourable Wheat sod tadey ae 
8 is being cut put into the mills. Poppy everywhere 
Indigo fields are still being prepared for the ‘The hailstorm 
of the 4th instant caused no serious injury, of Mushruck 
Thana, in a tract from east to west, 1.c., from ‘Moharajgunge to Rameollah, 
where damage to the crops in 12 villages, to the extent of from 2 to 12 annas, 
has been Prices (jowar and cheena excepted) stationary. : 
Cold and clear weather. Prospects of crops excellent. ae 
Weather clear and cool. Rice crop harvested and being thrashed out. Outturn 
good, Cold-weather crops promise a full crop. ye he 
ipa haves on the morning of the 18th instant. Crops on the ground,coulé 
not be better. ‘ 
Cold with westerly wind. The state and prospects of the cold-weather crop, 
ot dh whole are very aaisfntory. eon ran has done meh Gi : 
Weather fine, and not very cold. Light winds. Coops west everywhere. " 
Colder than tap previons week: Late rice harvest drawing to a close, Pros 
o weather Se 


Weather warmer and penser’ hp Harvesting of rice crop po 


e rubbee or cold weather crops continue in flourishing ; 


peop) Outturn good. Sugarcane crop being cut. General prospects 
cro) 4 
Weather bright, clear, and 

anpas outturn. Palamow 


da little cholera, 24 ahs : deal of cholera 
peaks haar | ae Baskipon aa cholera 





















































(Jan. 20th) ¥e 
. Nil 
a Nil 
[ . Puinjeb— an. 20th) “2 in Rawal- 
ns BOR pindi. 
ag ~ouab— : 
Lucknow (Jun. 20th) ... Nil 
* Fyzabad ” Rainfall 
Pa slight. 
c. 
(Jan. 16th) 


‘Sambalpur 
Upre Gotare 


Ga 


© Raipur Jan. 17th)... 
Balaghit (Jan. 18th) 
Chhindwara | 
Bhandara (Jan. 19th) ... 
N Tan. 20th 
=— 
- on 


eee 
eae 


_ Nimar ed 

Damoh = (Jan. 2ist)... 

- Mandla Sf ighe 

pe Durme 
3 4 = 

oem Gian. dist) 
Assam— 
Gaubati 


Nil 








Nil 









| some erFd to be attacked by insects. 
| baled cloudy matt rain since morning 
i prospects unchange’ 
Some raid oe ty hail ; condition of crops continues 
Rabi prospects ‘unaltered ; prices standing: ; es 
Two-tenths of rain in Rawalpindi and a sprinkling in a few. 
very much wanted; crops favourable, considering drough' 
small-pox prevalent in Hissar, and slight fever in Peshéwar, ot 
of province good. ; 


Prompt continue to be good 5 weather cloudy ; 








public health good. 


| Weather clear: sugarcane cutting + fever less. 2) grate ; 
Prospects of crops ; fever less; small-pox disappeared. f 
rabi crops good; outturn 0 rice average; prices steady ; sma 


Weather clear ; 
favourable ; health 000; eas 
promising 


i beginning. 
eather seasonable ; prospects continue 
rabi crops 1 KC 


reshing continues + 


health good ; prices 


Weather clear; rice th 
Eee steady. LAY, 
feather cool ; crops look promising ; } ad. 

Weather clear; rabi crops Pp jrjowar cutting 5 pox 

fever prevalent ; prices easy. “he 
Weather cold; prospects good 5 prices stationgry 5 cattle disease in places. 
Rabi crops favourable ; prices stationary. ji 
Rabi crops good. ‘ *y 
Rabi crops favourable ; fever and small-pox prevailing ; prices falling. 

} Prospects good. , 
Weather clear; prospects favourable ; heulth good, yo 
Prioes stationary ; health good ; small-pox reported. ; 
Weather clear; rain wanted ; abi prospects favourable ; smal!-pox. prev 

prices stationary. ’ x 
Rain wanted; small-pox continues ; prices slightly risen. 7 


General Remarks.—Prospects are ‘good and prices are easy. 
























Report not received. k 
Crops thriving ; harve ing nigh completion ; cattl disease provalent a 
of two districts; public is goer good. ue , , a 
Generai Remarks.—-Agrical prospects good. ee 
more or less overcast; cool and cloudy days; slight rain on | iat 
e greatest part of the, sali paddy ate stags a perce ef int 
crops fayoural le; ublic health good. ee Stee i: 
Coa vor erops doing well cholera abating, small-pox still prevalent. 
Rabi crops in good condition. 


s and health good. 
Harvest prospects ; weather seasonable. 
Agricultural prospects continue favourable; public health good; 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
PUBLIO WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


No, XLVIIT or 1874. 


APPROXIMATE STATEMENT OF GROSS RECEIPTS ON INDIAN RAILWAYS. - 
= — = = == eS 


Fou WERK ENDING Toran yaom ist January 
- y ————| Total increase 
6th December | 6th December tomkden | to 6th Dec. in 1976, 

1874. 1873. 1874, 31873. 
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Guaranteed. Rs. Rs. Res. Rs. Res. 
. | East Indian, Main...} —6,10,091 7,10,025 | 3,25,39,690 2,52,71,475 | 72,68,215 
Ditto, Jubbulpore 45,953 51,624 | 28,87,049 | 17,74,902 | 6,12,147 


61,297 61,748 | 33,41,31) 28,60,934 4,80,377 
45,424 $3,193 | 18,385,211 10,16,733 8,18,478 
Sindh, Punjab & 


Delhi a: 1,15,154 1,26,191 | 69,71,885 | 63,38,708 | 16,833,177 
Madras aad 1,11,906 1,20,620 | 53,10,976 | 62,40,979 ie 

South Indian aes 15,213 16,737 8,72,010 | 10,28,448 
4,00,350 4,23,891 | 1,81,82,814 | 1,72,96,345 8,36,469 
1,06,969 | 51,49,633 | 50,64,142 85,491 


149,497 16,49,998 | 7,65,40,579 °6,08,92,666 1,06,47,913 


... | Eastern Bengal... 
. | Oudh & Rohilkhund 

































.. | Caloutta on South- 





Eastern out 2,560 2,451 92,550 94,790 
19th Dec. 1874 .,. | Nulhateo 1,895 1,405 78,886 76,839 
“ 6,250 4,808 2,47,225 95,838a, 
















we | Raj sa i Agra 
District "| 18,168 103 | 27.07 | 11,8088 
oH 2 15,324f) 
284 26,91 20,330A 
. 19,3608 one 
: z 61,536i] 
mom ...| 96088 | 20861 | 9,12,202 | 8.14024 
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15,27,585 snogae [rtasnart 6,62,97,590 





cars Total i Sen ish emery’ 6's ioe from 
a December bere + ia th Ds Te dea to 23rd At rts 
a 1874, x gtr aengy from 26th 


SS ibesiny ‘otal i pon ee < 
Me Itoh June and from ist to Sth bby roe ie nee and from alee 
1 ime tn Onno Sth December 1874. A 
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Next preceding return. 
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sin ln ag to 19 soers, barley 13-8 to 20 seers, best rico 14 to 20-12 seers, conn sign 16 


in re ag fallow What 12 15 sere, tat 18 debet, bestia pientas Naciet Bee 
{ofthe present harvest at Sudder Station, 20 seers) to seers, maize 18 to 82 seers, tam | 

prices range as follow :—Wheat 10-8 to 16 seers, ten 20-4 
terior p Mtuge as follow Wheat 12 to 16-8 seers, best 





"AVERAGE WAGES PER MONTH. 
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mr next preceding wees. 
_reovived. 
ot prices range as follow :—Best rice 17 to 19 seers, and common rice 20 to 22 seers per rupee. 
int Prices range as follow :—Test rice 18 to 20 seers, cummon rice 18 to 22 seers per Tupee. ci 
rior prices range as follow :—Wheat 15-8 to 17-8 seers, barley, 22 to 80 seers, best rice 20 seers, common rice 21-4 to 29-4 soors, 
ran Beane mee pee rapes. a 
ihe interior prices range as W:—Wheat 16 to 19 seers, barley 23 to 28 seers, best rice 9 to 11 seers, seers, 
unize 20 to 26 seers, and gram 19-8 to 28 seers per rupee, IR aG ac. é 
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‘sears per rupee. 
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6th January 1875. ——————— Secy. to the Govt. of | ms 


QOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
| DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, AGRICULTU RE, AND COMMERCE. 


e GENERAL COMPARATIVE ABSTRACT OF THE INDIAN SALT REVENUE 
° (MISCELLANEO ous RECEIPTS ARE K EXCLUDED, © 


‘| 1,958,784 | 188,201 |1,087, 171,201 | 908,868 
| 1,978,874 | 180,470 979,071, 173,173 | 924,028 
od pM 877,999 





b OF INDIA) gy 
RICULLURE, AND 


PORTS ON THE STATE OF THE SEASON AND PROSPECTS OF THE C 
THE WEEK ENDING THE 28th JANUARY 1875. 


. Gewrrat Remanxs.—Frosts have somewhat injured the rabi crops in parts of ee 
‘and some districts in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, but prospects are generally 
in all these provinces, except in the Deccan districts, where the accounts of the rabi are not 
In the Punjab there*has been no rain, and prospects are unfavourable owing to the continued 


In the Hooghly district also drought is complained of, but rain has since fallen theres Rain 
fallen in most other parts of Bengal, and the prospects of the cold weather crops are on the 
favourable, while the rice harvest now nearly completed is generally excellent. In all other pro 
_ the erops are reported to be in good condition. No report received from British Burma and Nepal, 
week State of agricultural prospects. 


(Jan. 28th) 08 Rain at Masvlipatam 96 cents; slight drizzling in some taluks ; three 
water over anicut; some later dry crops suffering from grub and want of 
in parts; other crops good ; castor, to , und chillies harvested in P 
outturn three-fourths; markets well supplied locally ; prices 
in Bapetla and Bezwada, elsewhere steady ; small-pox gfatal only 
petta; fever virulent; cattle generally unhealthy ; pasture diminishing. 5 
Rain 0°036 inch at Kurnool on one day, none elsewhere ; crops in pons gee 
second crop paddy being sown; markets well supplied; prices steady ; water 
ture abundant; fever and cattle disease in several taluks; no water 


and 
over Eonlanala anicut. " | 
leis 5 





























(28th) Sei Rain in Negapatam 02 inch, elsewhere scauty; water in rivers very 
no supply to tanks; ne water over anicuts; cultivation of wet 
that of a few dry crops continues in some parts; crops in good coder: haneiih J 
of wet and some dry crops, yield satisfactory; markets well supplied; prices 
slightly falling ; public health generally good ; small-pox in some scythe 
deaths by cholera in Negapatam ; cattle disease in Sheally, some loss; pasture 








jient. 
Trichinopol (27th) sak Slight rain in parts of the district; no other change of importance. 
Malabar * (28th) pa No rain; harvesting of second crop in progress ; aide well supplied ; pri F 
steady; fever and small-pox slightly prevalent; cattle disease alight 33; 


- Wallewanad ; pasture withering. ™ 

General prospects satisfactory. wa | 

Bombay— (Jan. 27th) Ae) 
Sindh. 


Early rabi crops coming into ear; rain again expected; weather cold, with — 
strong breeze from the north; fever Sonics. 2 ped 

Rabi crops still looking well; public health generally good; weather fine; 
nights very cold ; cattle disease continues in three talukas. ~ 

Rain much required; rabi sowing still continues in several talukas, and $ 
available piece of land is brought under cultivation; severe frosts Solana =I 
but ‘slight damage only to rape crops; cattle disease has disappeared, except 


Weather continues cold; rain wanted; no decided change in state of crops. } 









ov i Slight — Duskroee — pete whewid aia other 

ose vals fever Mand as ee ve slightly suffered .in four talukas from 
icki cotton ing; til almost ; other rabi : 

in ry che pow Lager) a cml es 2 

Rabi crops thriving well; cotton good ; cold severe. 


No improvement in rabi crops ; cotton unchanged ; rate 46 to 60; public 
im 3 r 
‘A tin count of loo ‘ons foul dn:-waler exposed in vessels on 
widdh td dondigeshle Gemnige to eek Sore aa frets tose aaa 
excepting a few cases of cold and fever, public health good. 


‘15 | Weather cool; public health in 15 ; fever 
shat ttn, Moray nd Bendy talnhae, snd pence 
; especiall in , middling in Dh [00 
pnd Kallian talckes, and in Mahim, wrudys ao Bee ul 
« i 











State of rabi crops same as before; cotton indifferent ; fever in some al 
en Say 4 in and other late | 
; S tn publi + a 
Spaeet Neet site ne ee 
second rice cro ; fever in Koom onore, Sircky, ¢ 
Yel pers sate Omens ia pta, Honore, sl ak Hallial ; 0: 


sligh' f pea in Honore. ‘ ‘i i 
except toor; rabi middling; rats i 
oer om act ae Geet 


Rabi crops promising; picking of cotton in progress; weather ‘cold; health | 


Frost has injured cotton and wheat in Chotila district, and wheat in Wadwan ; 
weather not cold as before; health indifferent in nar 

Cotton-picking continues ; rabi and public health hee 

General remarks. ~ Prospects but the accounts of rabi from the poe 
are still discouraging. sy 


Weather favourable, but slightly cloudy. Rainfall at Raneegunge *1 
“40, Culna 1°07, Bood-bood “43, Jehanabad nil. Late rice actin 
of winter crops fair. Telegraphed on the 27th January : a further rain< 


of *® inch. 
Cloudy during the 18th, 19th, and 20th instant. Pretty heavy rain in the 
and slight rain in the rest of the district. The state and prospects of 
winter crops continue satisfactory ; the rain hag done good to them. ; 
Weather uncertain. State and prospects of the crops continue good. “ 
Cold and cloudy weather. Rice harvest almost all quite in. Cold-weather 
crops good, with slight exception. oe 
The weather was rainy on one day; at nt cool and dry. North 
The cold-weather crops which are still in the ground are suffering 
“ane = The —_ pulse) re a traces 4 ary ye has 
a got in was, however, a one. Telegray on January : 
seedy rif of 27 inch. the first f pak: k, 
Cc in the morning durin; e four days e week, and cold 
ductzg the last three days. Slight showers have fallen in eoveral parts of the 
district. The harvest of amun, or late rice, is all but over. The light rain 
in parts has benefited the cold-weather crops, but slightly injured 
further rainfall of ‘18 inch on the 26th January 1875. my 
Some rain has fallen; cold since the rain fell. The recent rain is 
done some harm to — and tobacco. Other crops, as a rule, 
t advantage. ¢ coarsest rice sells at from Re. 1-14 to Rs. 
The beginning of the week was cloudy and cold. A few drops of 
Wednesday. The prospects of the cold weather crops continue 
arom te ene os is said 
while the weather continued cloudy. Rice is rather dearer in 
sub-division. ‘ 
There has been rain in of the interior. Weather cold and cloudy, 
east wind. Reaping of the rice finished; cold-weather crops doing w 
aa ee wy tat ad el eeaiaa Tan ae He oop lig 
ight rain; gene and cold w vr. te rice crop is 
py be arden here good. Kale poise i alec being Larvested: aati es 
od. The cold- crops generally are promising. Boro orspringriceis 
ing sown, . Pa 
Cloudy weather, with very slight rain in parts on two days; otherwise fine and 
dona woentlont. No change in the favourable prospects of the crops. Prices — 
of the last amun, or late paddy, are stationary, ranging from 22 to 28 seers ' 


for the rupee in different 
eather opld and. fine. , maf ey ergy WE Cold-weather crops 


for some days at the beginning of the week; 
i peat eres ahs Pear Te, fallen. 
a outturn expected. 
the 19th and 20th instant; the rest of the week fair. 
kalai pulses nearly finished, and of mustard comm 
Farley and whest orops. of the 
and oilseed crops good, Sowing of cheona millet going 
first of the The mornings and eyeni 
‘o change in the prospects of the e1 





010 dy at the beginnin of the week ; slight 
Siena ee On 
o v f 
from os vebdivicions of Bhubboah and a 
" the amount of which is not yet fully ascertained, 
07 — | Weather cold, with west wind; some rain has fallen. Prospects 
weather crops are excellent up to date. The harvest of 
over, and the outturn is good, say 12 to 14 annas. i 
0°34 | Cloudy on the 20th and 21st instant. Slight showers on the 20th, 
jurisdiction of thanas Chupra, Manjhi, Pursa, Digwara, in the 
ivision, and Burragaon and Sewan, jn the Sewan sub-division. 
with west wind prevailing. The ping gen of the cold weather crop 
generally favourable ; wheat and barley in ear. In consequence of the 
state of the weather, slight — to mustard from labi msects has bee: 
ported. Poppy doing well. sigs fields are ready for sowing Pri 
stationar. bedi 


Nil Cloudy raf ‘dear alternately. State and prospects of crops excellent. 
” Weather cold and fine. State and prospects of crops are as good as cou 


desired. af 
006 | Slight rain. All crops very fine. Talegreret on the 28th instant a 
idem. 


few drops of rain on the night of the 5 
Nil Weather cold. Very slight rair reported from the two sub-di 

state and prospects of the cold weather crop remain very 
mentioned in the previous reports. No age 2 Fase 

Weather very much colder since Tuesday, w' ‘en rain fell in other parts.of the 
district. Outturn of late rice re} excellent everywhere. W! 1d barley 
doing well in Godda, Mu excellent everywhere. 

eee in Cnttack hot and oppressive. Rain expected. 
‘ately cold” at Kendraparah, and cold at Taji 


Slight showers of rain; weather windy. Rice harvested with good : 
Cold weather crop ready for cameras: (A ro of td Sh oe 
013 a eee we district) grat, and clear afterwards. Crop reports con- 
e weather e at, Ses 
tinue favourable from all Se Palamow report states et a Re 
extremely good, although a good fall of rain is to be wished for.” , 
026 — ‘vourable. Some rain has fallen, and more is required for indigo and 
other crops. ‘i 


Pusric Hearra. 


vailing in thanas 
athoorapore, and Dia- 
hi 3 fever 
: public 
everywhere. Patna: health 
hyr: general health very |. Cuttack : 
{ fever is said to be somewhat prevalent 1 : 
Jasore : a few cases of chclare aad seseiers in the — 
factory. Hazaribagh : there 
small-pox about Hazaribagh. Lohardugga: sey 
ser toon frequent, otherwise health good. Singbhoom : | 
on = . 
General Remarks.—There was rain in almost every district ur 
the week under notice. The fall was heavy for ie es ear in 
some districts and was accompanied with bail in others, but: little ion 
ae while bryan) has ne the cold-weather crops upon ' 
e e rice ing to outturn- 
Tie rong ta ee acetal cageree a ee 





, Prospects are on the whole favourable, but « fall of rain. won 
=f ut j Poss, Grain, arhar, and masnr = injured by 


some parts; public health 


‘Weather cloudy ; rain required for rabi; small-pox and cattle disease 


Weather clear ; ts favourable; fever abating; prices easy: 
Weather clear; harvest over health good. 


Weather clear ; prospects favourab| ; health good ; oe 7. 


ie Weather cloudy; rabi doing well; veda disease prevalent ; prices ‘i 
20 err at ys threshing rice meget ph promises well ; peer, 


fallen. 

“30. | Weather Pats ; rabi excellent; jowar niaia failure; small-pox aria fever 
valent; prices easy. 

“34 Weather elear ; threshing kharif commenced; rabi doing well; atta d 


rices stationary. 
Forse. Dee peoenele favourable ; small-pox prevalent, FA ~ bal <4 
Weather clear ; pe ttl small-pox increasing ; prices unchanged. 
bo an ert coi 3 rabi promi: small-pox continues. 
Ww ae new ete 


Yon ne favourable. 
Crops cut; yiel havarees. : 
Weather clear; abi prospects favourable; ees iam -pox prevailing; prices 
stationary. ? 

= Rabi thrivin, 

Prices falling. ws 

Weather sien: eonll kgenpeevee me ager 

General Remarks —In some distri ron So deny sat 
rain has fallen doring the week; prospects continue favourable, and 
are easy. 


‘| No report received. 


a 
Nil) Crore nearly completed ; cattle disease prevalen mee : 
ad Grodin: y ats fowl eed eit ky 
Genera 1 Remarks.—Agricul prospects good. { 
04 | Heavy mists in morning ; its ; some ercast and 
sales crope almost = fniched: pepe ee boeaiae ae ah 


of bura rice ; cold weather well 
Peles a ee eoies.* crops doing “aia 


"} Rabi crops thriving ; sania ety 


eee om 


a cong ¢ public health good ; swosthen 
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ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GC 
GENERAL OF INDIA, ASSEMBLED FOR THE PURPOSE OF : 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS UNDER THE PROVISIONS oF 


THE ACT OF PARLIAMENT 24 & 25 VIC., CAP. 67. 3 ai cites 










The Council met at Government House on Tuesday, the 19th January 1875. 
: PRESENT : hae ail 
His“Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General of India, @,M. 8.1, 
presiding. ; i 
The Hon'ble B. H. Ellis. 
. Major-General the Hon'ble Sir H. W. Norman, K. c. B. 
The Hon’ble Arthur Hobhouse, Q. c. 
The Hon'ble E. C. Bayley, c. s.1. 
The Hon’ble Sir W. Muir, kK. c. 8.1. 
The Hon’ble John Inglis, ¢.s. 1. 
The Hon’ble R. A. Dalyell. 
The Hon’ble H. H. Sutherland. of 
The Hon’ble J. R. Bullen Smith. 
The Hon’ble Sir Douglas Forsyth, K. c. 8. 1. 


DISTRESSES (PRESIDENCY TOWNS) BILM. by 


The Hon’ble Mx. Honnovse moved that the Reports of the Select Gom- + 
mittee on the Bill to regulate Distresses for Rents in the Presidency Towns be- | 
taken into consideration. He said that the Committee had made two separate 
reports, and he took the opportunity on one occasion of explaining to the 
Council what was the subject of the first report. The second report related 

to a new introduction into the Bill, in consequence of a valuable sugges- 

tion received from the Association of Attornies, of a clause to provide for 

the transfer to the High Court of cases in which the value of the property 

_ distrained exceeded one thousand rupees. They pointed out that under this 

Bill Small Cause Courts would have, or might have, to deal with large 
amounts of money; that the property distrained was sometimes very con- 
siderable ; that we should in effect be enlarging the pecuniary jurisdiction of 
Small Cause Courts a good deal, and that it would be more satisfactory in such. 
cases to enable them to be removed to the High Court. The Committee had 
therefore inserted a section to that effect, and that was the subject of their second 
report. He did not know, after what had been already said about the Bill, 

that he need do more now than give the Council a summary of the alterations 

it made in the present law. He had already explained that it swept away a 
great deal of antiquated law, and relieved the statute-book of several statutes 
which contained a great deal of matter that was of no use, as much as was 
useful in them being comprised in the Bill. The alterations made by the 

Bill were these: First, the Committee provided that no distraint should be 
made for rent due for more than twelve months. That suggestion had 
been received from the Government of Madras, who had ‘sent in a Mo 3 ] 


Z | 


matey 


thoughtful and carefully considered letter on the subject of this oH 
There seemed to be no such thing as a distraint for rent in Madras, 
and the Government of Madras thonght, and a great many excellent lawyers 
thought, that the whole system of distresses for rent was. a mistake, and 
that it would be far better to abolish the system altogether. Mr. Hosnouse 
was not prepared to do that. The system prevailed largely in Calcutta, and also 
existed in Bombay ; and he thought the Council ought not to interfere with it, 
aoe it did not loge melon was a ror ga congratulation ; but lie was. 

prepared ring the law in Calcutta and Bombay into ity with 
the practice in Madras. Fe ee 




















The next alteration made by the Committee was to make it clear 
seized should be the property of the debtor. here were some- 
cases which gave rise to and to much i tl 


oe) 


fro ym. , 
ck, ‘ore the Committee had prov 
“necessary wearing apparel and the like—which were 
~ being seized in execution, s ould also be exempted in distresses for 
That also had been suggested to them by the Government of Madras. — 
_ ‘Phen the Bill proceeded to deal with claims and disputes which arose out 
-. of distresses. The Committee had given to the Court which decided all 
other questions on the subject of the distress, namely, the Small Cause 
Court, power to adju ‘cate claims of third parties, and claims for damages 
or compensation where the distress was unlawful. Then there was the last 
alteration to which Mr. Hosnovse had already referred, that when a distress 
~ exceeded a certain value, there should be power to transfer the case to the 
High Court. 
These were the alterations in the law which the Bill-proposed to make. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Hon’ble Mt. Hosnovse also moved that the Bill as amended be 





a 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
*: INDIAN LAW REPORTS BILL. . 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hosnovst also moved that the Report of the Select” 


Committee on the Bjll to diminish the multitude and improve the quality of Law 
ni ahd and to extend the area of their authority, be taken’into consideration, 
and said:—‘ As it is now some ten months since this matter was before the 
Council, it will probably be necessary that L should remind them of what has 
taken place, and recapitulate very briefly the objects and scope of the measure 
now proposed. It is the more necessary to do so, because there has been an 
 gmount of controversy raised in the papers sent in to the Select Committee akin 
- tothe controversy raised at this table ; controversies, as I shewed before, quite 
unwarranted by anything comprised in this Bill, and to a very great extent 
irrelevant to it; and relevant only to a plan contemplated by the Executive 
Government, or to other plans erroneously attributed to it. 

« Before explaining what it was that the Council were asked to do, I told 
} them that it was only a small portion of a larger plan contemplated by the’ 
Government of India for improving the condition of the Law Reports. I 
__. explained the function of a Law Report, and shewed how it passed into and 
became part of the general law of the land; how important, therefore, it was 
to exercise judgment in the selection of cases to be reported, and to issue them 
with some stamp of authenticity upon them, so that only that which is 


“m 






















Pract +: but that in this country the matter had been left to private specula- 
| tion with only some pecuniary assistance given by Government; that conse- 
quently the public interest, which is to have nothing but good reports of 


Soe tf but useful precedents, had become entirely subordinated to the com- 





lest expense and trouble to themselves: that owing to the fact that all 
‘are received as of equal authority, one man’s publications must be 
as much’ as another’s; and tha 

reports buiky, expensive,. and to a great extent useless, which never- 
{thé profession are compelled to buy. Such is the result of the com- 
| of the two ailing principles; first, that law reporting is a fit 
ial speculation, and next that Law Reports are to be treated 
* authorities from whatsoever source they, emanate. 





High Courts under 


k S useful and accurate should be looked on by the lawyer as a necessary part of his 


1 interest of the publishers, which is to have the largest price at the | 


+ the consequence was that we — 





i utes in detail by evidence and authorities of various kinds; 
Government would attempt to apply a remedy by, beige oe 





do 50.» . ; ; : : 
ie “But such a scheme as that requires no legislation, and I exple 
there were only two points on which the’ authority of the legi e 1 
yoked, and that on one of those points I could hardly say that it was. 

equisite. Bete. ces 

“The point I have just referred to is that which is embodied in the third iy 
$éction of the Bill, which I will read to the Council. ‘ Payae cs 

“No Court shall be bound to hear cited, or shall receive or treat as an authority bind) 
it, the reportvof any case decided by any of the said High Courts on or after d day, 
other than a report published under the authority of the Governor General in Council.” © 

“Now that is only what the Courts, or at least the superior Courts, may 
now do for themselves if so minded. It is what the Bombay High Court, who — 
object to this measure, say is the right thing to be done as between better 
conducted and worse conducted reports ; such publications, for instance, as the 
Bengal Law Reports and the Caleutta Weekly Reporter. It is what they tell 
us they are themselves prepared to do as between those two publications, if 
only the Calcutta High Court will lead the way. But such things have been — 
said over and over again, and occasionally Judges have been found who 
have tried to work the experiment. But they have never succeeded. There | 
thas not been sufficient unanimity or persistence in the attempt, and there 
is no reason to suppose that there will be more now, if-each Court or Judge 
is left to act entirely on his own motion. With a declaration of the i 

- lature to support them, there will at least be a better chance. And we may 
by such a declaration free subordinate Courts from the terror and ns ali 
the numbers of obscurely reported cases with which it is said they are 
bombarded, so that they shall not be blamed if they refuse to receive those 
imperfect reports as binding authorities. Such a provision, therefore, as the 
one under consideration, may strengthen the hands of those who desire to have 
good reports and good ones alone to guide them, And if we should sueceed in 
supplying that essential article, a good report, and 1 always say we shall fail 
unless we do supply it, we may possibly succeed in getting it received as the’ 
only authoritative exponent of judicial law, however much others may be used 
for other purposes. I repeat that we may easily fail; we certainly shall fail 
unless the Bench and the Bar are disposed to act in the spirit of this section; 
‘but I ask the Council to pass it as embodying a principle which even opponents 
admit to be sound, and as giving some aid to those who desire to improve the 
t condition of law reporting in India. ; 

“The other object for which the action of this Council is invoked, is not 
necessarily mixed up with any particular system of reporting; for it would, 
at least in my opinion, be desirable even if we had no such scheme of 
reporting as that now contemplated; and again the scheme may work well 
‘enough without any such new law. But it is connected with some system 
of reporting, though not with any particular system, and ‘it naturally falls 
to be considered when we are dealing with the subject. It relates only to 
the geographical area within which the decisions of the superior Courts are 
to be nccuatesicon! Wining authorities. At present a High Court—say the 
Court of may place an interpretation on a general law—say the — 
Penal age yay scp Pa no binding foree out of the — 
province, istrate may disregard it or know nothing whatever 
about it, and vice versé the Madras Magistrate is a stran to the Bengal 
decisions. The reason for that state of things is to be found in the history 
of the country. The different presidencies had originally a very loose con- | 

__ Reetion with one another, and when Crown Courts were established for them, 
| the law which those Courts administered in common with one another 
_ @onfined to the presi towns or to the British people. 
; Briti Tadle: exo deaind up. mivch on e 
to a common aut! in India, both, exe 
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x should not have the full benefit of it, 
‘will mention a case which happened soon after I came to 


"which first drew my attention to the existence of this anomaly. 

- gtise in connection with law reporting, and it illustrates the remark [made 

~ ‘now, that this portion of the Bill may rest on its own merits, independently 

any particular system, and in connection with any system of reporting. Hie 
, There are many actions committed by men, which, acco ing to cireum~- 

stances, may be crimes of a deep dye, or yenial. offences, or mere i 

hardly to be classed among crimes at all. Yet for the legislature to disti 

aceurately between such cases is quite impossible. The law must use some 




















general expressions which, if they are to be very rigidly and literally inter= ~ | 


preted, might have the effect. of subjecting to severe punishment actions which 
only to be punished ve! lightly, or ought not to be punished a the 
hand of any human ruler at all. ‘Such is the case with portions of the Penal. 
Code. One section of it in particular, if its language be construed quite literal 
ly, visits with the liability to fine and to ten years’ imprisonment, an action: 
which in its simplest form is extremely common, which rather bears. the 
character of a vice than of a crime, and so has usually been left by all 


laws other than ecclesiastical laws to carry its own chastisement with it. » ‘ 


| But under some circumstances this same action may: be a crime of a most 
odious. character, and one affecting society in a vital point. Well, it. 
_ happened that a person who had committed this action in one of its simpler 
forms was charged before a Madras Magistrate and sentenced to @ 
severe punishment. On appeal the High Court of Madras reversed this sen- 
tence, pronouncing a most sensible judgment, cutting down the literal mean- 
ing of the section, putting a reasonable interpretation on it, and confining its 
operation to what would be really grave offences. Afterwards, a similar case 
oceurred in another province ; and again the Magistrate convicted the accused 
and sentenced him to severe punishment. The Magistrate probably knew 
nothing of the Madras decision; but if*he did know, he was entitled to disregard 
it, and he preferred the literal construction of the Code. Now, that is a serious 
matter. Draconian laws invariably bring the whole law into contempt, and set 
the sympathies of people to work against the law and in favour of offenders. 
The subject-matter is one on which accurate distinctions cannot be attained, 
the legislator, and on which I for one think that if we attempt to alter 
P Code, we are quite as likely to mar it as to mend it. Itis one, there- 
' fore, eminently fitted for judicial exposition, which can introduce a number of 
shades and qualifications unattainable in a statute. The thing wanted, there- 
fore, is to bring the Madras decision home to the subordinate Courts in other 
Provinces, but that, as the law and practice at present stand, is impossible. 
“Now I appeal confidently to all who Noes me, and ask them whether 
it is not an inconvenient—not to say an absurd—thing, that a decision by 
the High Court of Madras on a very important Statute which affects the 
‘whole of British India alike, and which touches human actions of very 
*y + occurrence, should be received as law in Madras, and that, directly it 
_ reach the boundaries of that province, its authorit should cease ? Is it not 
| @learly right that the whole of British India should have the benefit of an 
interpretation placed by a Court of the highest rank on a law passed by this 
Council for the whole of British India? Surely such a decision should be 
eo-extensive with the law, and should, carry with it whatever authority its own © 
intrinsic merits and the degree of its harmony with other decisions of co-ordinate 
ny is may entitle it to have. 
“This object, then, is aimed at by section 2 of our Bill, which I will now 
t delivered on or after such day by any of the said High Courts (whether 
8 alone, or by a Division Court, or by a Full Bench) and reported in the said 
o ~vebewed Reports, shall have the same authority im all subordinate Courts 


ve within 
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beyond 
on of such High Court as independently of this Act it 


c oo eae Sbserve that, in thissection and also‘ section 4 we care. 
t giving to judicial any more binding quality of 
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wine ott » ul 
we seek to do is” n 
their authority, and we do it by ting it with our for rep 
so securing that the decision which is to have this extended authority shall not 
be one ane at haphazard, but shall be as accurately given and in as useful 
_ ashape as a responsible reporter can make it. f (oy Seas 

“Well, but it may be asked whether this object requires] SAF a 
will not say that in any strict legal sense it does. It would, I ns to be compe- 
tent for the Courts here to say that they would receive one another’s decisions 
as binding equally with their own, and in process of time such a practice ely 
would be recognized law, just as much as it is now law that the decision of a 
superior Court shall bind the Courts subordinate to its jurisdiction. Just in- 
the same way the Courts of the United States have ruled that English 

_  ecisions are binding authorities there, and that practice has passedy into 
the law of the country; while the English Courts only receive the : 
United States’ decisions for purposes of instruction and not as binding 
authorities. But having regard to the history that I have referred to, and the 
long course of practice resulting from it, I say that that which is pony poomee 
is practically impossible, and that unless the legislature does it, the thing wi 
not be done at all. a 

“The main objection raised to this proposal is one which was indicated’ 
my hon’ble friend, Mr. Dalyell, when the Bill was introduced, and I answered 
it at the time. But as it has been brought forward again in some quarters . © 
entitled to the highest respect, I will again give an answer to it, and in 
somewhat more detail. oe 

“It has been objected to this Bill that it provides no nfachinery to prevent’ 
contradictory rulings. But I never heard of anything that could prevent 
them. As long as we have independent minds giving decisions on the same 
subject, solong we shall have contradictory rulings. It does not seem to me 
desirable, if it were possible, to prevent such a result, nor, if it were desirable, 
would it be possible. 

“Tt is quite true, then, that it is no part of our scheme to prevent contra- 
dictory rulings. It is also true that, when the ruling in one presidency may be 
quoted as binding authority in another, contradictory rulings are likely to. be 
brought to a direct issue with one another more quickly than before. But that 
I look upon as one of the advantages to be gained. See the effect of the 
present system. You may now have two streams of decision at variance with 
one another, running on side by side in two contiguous territories nominally . 
subject to the same Code of Law, and in which there is no reason why the 
same law should not prevail. Referring, for instance, to the cases under the 
Penal Code which I have just stated, we find a class of actions which may be 
committed with legal impunity in Madras, and just over the border may be the 
subject of severe punishment. And yet the Penal Code is the law in both 
wpe Referring, again, to an instance I quoted on a former occasion, we 

two adverse currents of decision going on in Bengal and in the North-Western 
Provinces under the same section of the Rent Act ; going on for several years, — 
until one of the High Courts alters its views and adopts the views of the other, __ 











I say that it is much more for the benefit of the public that when such differ- i) 
ences arise, ‘as arise they must, they should be aca face to face, and that = 
each Court should be compelled to revise its work in the light and under the 
e of the other’s reg Of course, if the difference of opinion is 
ound to be final and irreconcileable, it must be settled by some superior author- 
ity: either ir A the Privy Council, which may operate on some cases, or by the 
legislature, which can operate on all. But, as I have just been showing, there 
are many cases in which a judicial exposition, if it can be got, is far better _ 
than an utterance by the legislature, and in which, therefore, the leo ety 
would only act when its action was found to be ubsolutely necessary, And in 
" other cases the legislature is not wise enough to know in which direction to 
a dispute until it has been threshed out by a sufficient 
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ng places intended and supposed to be under the same la 
But then it is said ; how is an inferior Judge to guide himself ? how he is — 
to act when he finds the decision of his own appellate superior with — 
that of another High Court? Tanswer that Judges are appointed to doubts, 
and that he must act as other reasonable men act when they find themselves in 
_ the presence of a doubtful and debateable question. I know how Ishould act. 
conflict of authority might come to me in many different shapes. It mi 
‘eomié on a point on which I myself had a very clear opinion that my own Aj 
late Court was wrong, and that it would on reconsideration adopt the 
“jing judgment. In that case I should follow my own opinion. It mightcome 
on a point on which T could form no very decided opinion. In that case I should 
follow my own Appellate Court. I might find that the opinion of one Court — 
was that of a site Judge not assisted by Counsel, and very briefly delivered ; 
while that of the other was given by a number of Judges, unanimous 
in opinion, assisted by careful arguments of Counsel, and delivered in 
-@ carefully reasoned judgment. In that case T should follow the weightier 
“judgment. I might find that my own Appellate Court had delivered its: 
“opinion deliberately, and after full consideration of the conflicting decision. 
n that case I should follow my own Appellate Court. Many other cases 
might be put in which a man would be guided one way or another by various 
© Gireumstances. But no serious practical difficulty that I see would arise: — 
certainly none which English J udges are not in the habit of encountering, — 
* and which Indian Judges may not now have to encounter, when the Divisions 
* of their own Appellate Courts have differed in opittion. ke 
“There is another class of objections put forward, which, if T really have 
understood them aright, are somewhat surprising. We are told that there are 
different schools of law and different customs prevailing in different parts of: a 
* the country, and that it will be very dangerous if a decision given with refer- 6 | 
ence to one school and on¢ set of customs is to be quoted as binding authority | 
for another. No doubt it would be very dangerous : but I cannot make out | 
how the danger is increased by this Bill. Nobody supposes that a decision 
‘about a promissory note will be quoted as an authority in a horse-cause, 
though the Court which pronounced it has equal authority in both cases : why 
then should we suppose that a decision relating only to Hindés will be applied to 
Muhammadans, or that one relating only to Sunnis will be applied to Shits, 
or that one relating only to the Benares school will be applied to the Bengal 
school, or that one relating only to Bengal customs will be applied to Bombay 
customs? Local and personal laws and customs are not divided pening 
the’ local area of the jurisdiction of the High Courts. The Calcutta igh 
Court, for instance, has Hinds and Muhammadans, Shidés and Sunnis, differ- 
ent schools of law and different local customs, within its jurisdiction. For 
each set of litigants it decides according to their own law. I have not heard — 
that any confusion is thereb created because the Caleutta decision is author- 
|. itative hout the whole of Bengal. Why then should any confusion 
_ be created by giving it precisely the same quality of authority in Bombay ? 
“The long and the short of the matter is, that if the law is the same for fa 
two , there must be conflicts of opinion about it, and then it is better to 
_ bring them to issue as quickly as may be; but if it is not the same, noconflict 
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~ “Such, then, is the Bill as the Select Committee presents it to the Council; 
and before [ Le on to speak of the plan with which it is connected, I will. 
mention what alterations have been made in Committee. There are only two, 
~ and neither is important. One is, that instead of making it come into foreeon 
we say that it shall be brought into foree by notification. The —— 
ents have to be made with the staffs of reporters. 
lty in the way of such arrangements, but there 
delay in making them, and we tho ht it would be more con- 


ag ag ‘Act into operation until were concluded. ‘The 

as introduced contained a dehnition ‘of the expression 

s Court,’ which affected the highest Courts of re age bot 
re. It was not necessary ; it has been objected. and it has _ 
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‘been struck The clause being gone, I eeregpeeT r 
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of the objections ; for I have so much still to say 
“Now, I have been very particular in explaining to the Council 
Po extent and character of the contents of the Bill, because they 
that .the somewhat emphatic opinions which have been expressed aj 
it are really not directed to anything contained in it, but to a scheme. it. 
is wiaterss | with, and to a very erroneous conception of that scheme. The 
main objection really is to any interference at all by Government with the 
present system of reporting; and that, under the notion that our object is; not 
the simple one of getting fewer and better reports, but the very amen pete 
of getting a-control over the substance of the law by means of ae Bist 
though I have shown that the scheme may well go on without the Bill, and that_ 
the only piece of legislation in the Bill strictly so called is to be desired independ- 
ently of the scheme, yet, connected as the two actually are together, I cannot 
be surprised if those who object to the scheme endeavour to tack their objections 
on to the provisions of the Bill. 
« Now it might, perhaps, be sufficient on this part of the case to say 
that the Council have on two occasions accepted the principle of some. 
legislation in connection with a scheme for the supervision of law - * 
ing by Government. When I moved for leave to introduce the Bill, I. 
detained the be as a long time, and I have no doubt they were very weary 
of me, while I proved in detail the case for interference by Government ; 
and there was no opposition to the introduction of the Bill. When I intro- 
duced the Bill and moved to refer it to a commi(tee, there was opposition, and ~ 
if the Council then incurred any danger, it was not for lack of warning. My 
hon’ble friend, Sir George Campbell, then occupied that empty chair, and he 
set forth his objections with all the force of rhetoric of which he was so great 
a master. The Bill was a revolutionary Bill; it was an unconstitutional Bill; 
it set up an irresponsible judge over responsible judges ; it placed an enormous 
power in his hands ; and in short it would be a very wrong thing to send it into 
committee. Nevertheless, the Council did send it into committee. I conceive 
that, if any principle was decided on these two occasions, it was the principle 
that Government was right in attempting to take the supervision of law ‘re- 
ine into their own hands, and that assistance in some shape should be given 
tothem. At the same time I always fecl that in this assembly we discuss 
matters under great disadvantages, and that on many subjects the communica-_ 
tions made to Select Committees:-have more of the essentials of a public dis- 
cussion than anything which takes place at this table during the two first stages 
of a Bill. For this reason, though the previous decisions of the Council*are 
certainly not to be disregarded, yet Iam very reluctant to use them as pre- 
venting further debate when the ground-work of the measure is attacked from 
without. I therefore think it right to acquaint the Council with the principal 
objections made to the whole scheme of reporting under the supervision of 
Government. I will only ask you to bear in mind the arguments I adduced 
in its favour and the answer I made to objections advanced here—topies which 












_ Thave no intention of discussing all over agai 


“Neither will I detain the Council by reading the opinions of those who — 
think the measure a right and good one. I will only say that the High 
Court of Calcutta and some eminent district officers in Bengal approve of — 
its principle ; and that the only body in India which has actual experience in 
the business of law reporting, namely, the Calcutta Council, has cordially acted — 
with the Government from the outset of the scheme. I will now refer tothe  * 
objections, and first I take those which come from Madras. vei 

“The High Court of Madras have not sent in any collective opinion. But 
T hold in my hand a Minute written by Mr. Justice Innes, who first states the — 
objection arising from the differences of local laws—an objection Ihave already 
dealt with. He then proceeds thus— _ gk op] 
‘Nor do I believe that the evil aimed at will in. the least degree ba diminished. The a 

pent Reports will be so ‘that the Profession and the public will demand more, 
il cortainly: be. followed supply... Iti useless: for: the lew. an 
thoritative but, what i. 















Government thus Nor 
tee Eyre ee tions of the rters being equal to 
wve to perform. 1 strongly ale ge Bill.’ 
Mr. Justice Kindersley writes thus :— 


object strongly to the third section, which place¢ it in the power of the Government, 
: from the law any decision of which it isapproves. The matter ig quite beyond is 












proper scope of legislation ; and in my opinion the Act cannot fail to be mischievous.’ 
« And the Government of Madras say as follows :— ri ihe 
__ ‘His Excellency strongly deprecates the institution of the office of Central Editor with 
e powers of control and selection suggested for him. He is of co that, if aa 4 op 
Court interprets the law contrary to the intention of the legislature, the proper remedy. is for 
the latter to pass a declaratory Act.’ viiguiich 
|. Now the Council will observe that Mr. Justice Innes makes two objec- 
| tions to the whole plan. ‘The first is, that it will fail in checking the multitude 
| of reports. I have already said that in my opinion it may easily do so, and 
certainly will, if treated hostilely by the Bench and the Bar; and T think that 
such a failure will be the worst that can come of the attempt we are about — 
to make. The second objection is, that the scheme will not fail; it will not o y , % 
not fail, but will be so terribly efficacious that no rival will exist in its p are 
that the Government will become the sole mouth-piece of judicial law, and will on 
be able to mould it as they please. And in this objection Mr. Justice A 
j 






















Kindersley and the Government of Madras express their concurrence. : 
» ““ Now, I wholly agree with Mr. Justice Kindersley in thinking that to place 
it in the power of the Government to exclude from the law any decision of which — « 
no eg is strongly objectionable, and is a matter quite beyond the : 
of legislation; and with the Government of Madras in thinking that the | 
2 per remedy for inconvenient decisions (at least when they are final) is 
; Tegislation. But I do not see how those opinions constitute any objection to 
the scheme of this Government, because it is absolutely certain that no such | 
operations as they imply are contemplated, or will be attempted, or could 
succeed if they were attempted. But before I go further into the matter,I, _ 
| will read the opinion of the High Court of Bombay, who have enlarged some-__ 
what more upon it— a 
We — in the opinion of the Government of India that: it is desirable to diminish the © ~ 
quantity and improve the quality of the reports published for forensic use in British India; but — 
while perfectly satisfied of the excellence of the intentions and single-mindedness of the ~~ 
Government of India in the matter, we think that the proposed legislation is unnecessary, 
objectionable in principle and unprecedented. a 
_ “Law reporting is, in a certain sense, a branch of legislation. Decisions in the Superior Courts 
: of Justice in the United Kingdom and its Colonies, which endure the test of time and free dis- 
i \ eussion, no doubt become additions to the law ; but it does not thence follow that law reporting 
~ should be, in any respect whatever, under the superintendence of the most frequent litigant in the 
arts of this country, namely, the Government itself, or that the Reporters should be nomi- — 
nated or controlled by that litigant. A proposition more completely contrary to sound principle 
‘than that the Reporters should be either under the influence or control of Government, it is 
difficult to conceive. It is most undesirable to leave room for the belief that Government has _ 
secured to itself, or its nominees, the power of preparing or suppressing the reports of decisions _ 
which it may suppose to be hostile to its interests or policy. i aey 0 mid thet it is not to 
1 that Government would stoop to ean improper use of such opportunities, 
ntly hope that would be so; but if there be any part of the Brtish Empire in which 
such a power would be objectionable, it is in India, where the Government is more completely © 
ie than in any other country under British rule, and where it has not always the most: 
e construction placed upon its acts. The legislators, in the case of what Bentham 
law,’ are the Courts, and if the circumstances of this country at present 
that law Yael cannot flourish as a private enterprise, and ought to be supported at 
nse of the , and, with a view to improvement in quality and diminution in quantity 
under some control or superintendence, it manifestly should be placed under the control 
t of the Courts, and not of the Government. The tribunals which pronounce 
‘must kn hong eg een Se ee and to what extent 
nd@nre as we are assured that the motives of the present G 
introducing this Bill, and suggested, as legislatic 
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ment, at the ion of such officers, is, on the on , \ 
exclude by legislation the jurisdiction of Courts of law in matters of revenue, 
other hand, by legislation also, essaying the establishment of a monopoly 
_ reporting, whereby (althou h we cannot suppose its intention to have been 80) 
empowered to suppress at pleasure the publication of the decisions in such Gov: 





as may still remain within the Pe of those Courts, and as may be obnoxious to Goyerm- 
ts 


‘ment, It is said that it is ini islative Department thi India, is, to 
undertake this new charge ; but it is not and could not be asserted } 
itself will exercise any supervision in the matter ; and it would be wholly mpenint tit 
should take any part in it. Law-reporting ‘under this Bill would in fact be m the hands of 
nominees of the Executive Government, and the circumstance that the chief of those nominees 
might also be named by that Government to assist the Legislative Council in the per- 
“formance of its duties, would not remove any one of the objections which exist to the pro- 


scheme.’ a F j { 
«Then the Government of Bombay, in forwarding this opinion, say 9s 
+ = “ee 


“am to state that these Reports seem to His Excellency’ in Council to raise many 
weighty arguments against the measure, and that he is constrained to ‘express his. entire con- 
currence in the objections taken to the centralization in one series of Reports of the decisions 

x given in all parts of India, and to the right of control over the acts of the Reporter, which it 
is ed to vest in the Executive Government, instead of in the Courts of law.’ ; 

«From that last expression ‘ instead of in the Courts of law,’ I gather that 
the Bombay Government are ‘Jabouring under a mistake. There is no con! 
vested in the Courts of law; it is proposed to vest it, though not by this 

Bill, in the Government instead of in nobody. 
~"« But to go on with the main objection as stated by the learned Judges. 
Taccept with all ages their disclaimer of imputing any sinister motive 
to the Government. But then, what is the meaning of all this that I have been 
reading? Spotless as we are, what is the danger to be feared from us? Hither 
all this must mean nothing at all, or it must mean that we are going to do a 
oe, bape thing; that, being the most frequent litigants in the country, we 
1 be tempted, and, in spite of all our purity and innocence, shall fall; that 
we shall garble reports; that we shall palm off our base coin upon the public 

as the true issue of the judicial mint. . 

« Now, if I were of a querulous disposition, T should complain a little of our 


friends in Madras and Bombay, that they have dealt us somewhat hard _ 


measure, for while they impute to us schemes of daring ambition, 
not credit us with as much common, sense or worldly wisdom as would 
to conduct the business of a retail haberdasher. { will not. avail myself of the. 
generosity of the Bombay High Court, but will suppose that, instead of being 
spotless as snow, we are very leopards or Ethiopians, and that we entertain 
nefarious ea of advancing our own interests through right and through 
wrong. Wha 






~ gion has been passed against it : the matter is of importance, but it is not ad~ 
_ yisable to appeal, nor to attempt an alteration of the law. But 
i to them, that if - ths :% 

















is it supposed that we shall do? First, it must happen 
some evilly-disposed branch of Government finds that an eoneentae: Bef ay 











Seg 


‘of our reports will be blown t yon ; nobe 


with authorised reports because they cannot be trusted 
important cases; ani reporting on the commercial 
. be fixed on a firmer basis than ever. i 
me how such an objection can er: 
and on the spur of the moment; and I feel. 
so chimerical an apprebi 
f the Government 1s 








- ‘gome rules intended to shadow forth the sortef way in which the Gov: om 

; es to start the work of supervision. They will observe that the 

wi thing depends very much on the relations between the Editor, the 

a ep and the Judges, which must be adjusted. from time to time, 
perhaps at short intervals. At the present moment circumstances point = 
to our learned Seeretary as the fittest person to be Editor; but whether that = 
can be a permanent arrangement cannot be told till after actual experiment. — 34g 
Tn fact it is a new thing, and there is no part of it which it may not be meces= Be... 
“sary to mould afresh according to circumstances. There is not the least reasom ie 
why a process of pure administrative detail should be embodied in & law, ee + ; 
J were asked how to ensure failure for the scheme, I should say that the bes ae 
was to make tt rigid and inflexible by law. - : 
_*-« Now I come to the only alternative scheme proposed by those who: object 
‘so strongly to ours. It will be {remembered that the Bombay High Court | am 
sf with us that itis desirable to diminish the quantity and improve the | 
orgs of the Law Reports. They only object to our method, and they say 2 
the p course is for the High Courts themselves to undertake the =~ 





“supervision of the reports. They write as follows :— bit 
us © We think that the statements of facts and of the arguments, and the head or marginal 4 
“notes, should be submitted to ‘and revised by the Judges who have presided in each reported » 


“ease, as well as the judgments; which are, and for a long time past have been, so submitted and i 
-» yovised ; and under this being done, we think that the reports should be stated on the pers bs 
to be published under the ‘authority of the Court. the first of the above alterations will — 
‘. gubject the Judges to some additional labour, but it is a duty which we are Leprsye fies ae 
~~ to undertake. Looking to the position of the Editor of the Reports as an officer of ele 
__ we have no doubt that we have full power to make those alterations in the system at presend eA 
r existing here, and that the Reporter will be perfectly ready to carry our views into effect.” er 
«Well, that isa proposal often made and never, so far as I know, acted on with 
: hi sige B ‘We cannot make the Judges do this work. Wehave no such =~ 
| offer from any other High Court, and from what I learn from conversation with 4 





















P ¥ _ du here, I do not believe that t would, or properly could, undertake = 
© the business. And I must say that I feel a little sceptical about the time at wi 
the disposal of the Bombay High Court, with all their good-will. I hear of: 4 
them sometimes in connection with other things besides Law. Reports. I = bs 






_member their making an application for am additional Judge on account o: 
arrears of business, which application was successful. I am not sure that there 
rs now. I observe that their letter on this very subject concludes 












in replying to your Brnelleney's communication 










able oné, and it must have cost thought | 
‘ous business than the si Hy n of 








e excee ttle ce V HID 
e better for some amount of supervision, and will give an illus 
“way in which I conceive that supervision would work. 
-_- * T have not to consult yp sag sce very often, and it so h 
_ the Bombay reports, I have only looked at one since I read th 
: veut Court. I wanted to ascertain the exact terms of the dec 
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= a point, and this case was mentioned in a text-book as bearing on i 
| Well, I read the head-note, which made the decision refer to quite a diffe 

B point ’ On Gipping into the report, however, I found that the head-note did nc 
f - state as being decided the point which really was decided, but did mention.as 


| 


the decision that which was only a dictum not necessary for the decision; and _ 
rther found that the statements of fact by the Reporter and by thedudge — 
ieee at variance. Now, those are matters in ‘which supervision would be of — 
_ use, We are told that unless the Editor has understanding of the special — 
matter reported on, he cannot supervise a report. I think he can do 
Aa pa he is familiar with reports, and keeps before his eyes the points) tobe — 
attended to in framing them. In the ease in question, I had no. special — 
‘knowledge of the subject; but I could see that neither the head-note nor the — 
statement of facts corresponded with the judgment. If I had been Editor, I~ 
should have sent the report back to have a proper head-note affixed, and to 
have the facts correctly ascertained and sinted. How much of such super- 
_ vision is desirable will be found out by experiment, and it will differ in different | 
places and at different times. 4 tt 
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But I will not pursue the scheme into further detail.. I ‘have presented. 
to the Council the main features of the case. I can see that there is dislike — 
suspicion of the Government plan in some quarters, but I cannot see 

at there are any valid grounds for it. And I trust that the Council will be 
of the same opinion.” , iaiovels 
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|. The Hon'ble Mr. Datyr1i was prepared to admit that the hon’ble 
pe mover of the Bill had, in the observations which he had made, in a 
| measure met seem of the objections which had been advanced agai ; 
| Bill.’ But still, when we remembered the high quarters from whic those 
| objections emanated, and the very forcible manner in which they had been 
ke aa he thought the Council were bound to exercise the very greatest caution 
pes committing themselves to the measure, and to satisfy themselyes that 
the advantages to be gained by passing this Bill would largely counterbalance 
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the difficulties which, he could not help feeling, must inevitably occuf if it oy 
_ became law in iis present shape. His hon’ble friend was correct in telling us 
that most of the objections had been levelled rather at the Goyern.. 
ment plan of operations under the Bill, than at the provisions of the Bill 
_ itself. But he questioned whether his’ hon’ble friend was ually correct. 
in the opinion which he apparently held that that plan could be ied 
out without this Bill. No doubt the Government could establish a 
» system of law reporting under a central editor without any enactment. 
_ on the subject, and it would possibly be within their competence to take under 
their immediate superintendence the present staff of reporters which was. 
attached to the several High Courts; but the reports published under suel 
1 would have no more authority than the present reports, and two 
_ the three objects of the Bill would fail to be secured. Cinder such a plan 
_ reports might be improved in quality, but they would neither be diminish 
in quantity, nor would the area of their authority be extended. He-y 
questioned whether it would be worth while to carry out such an expe 


plan for the purpose of securing so very partial and probably 
‘cal a benefit. Tis hon’ble friend ple Baer Count thst 
was introduced their late colleague Sir George Campbe 






































ld be given in the Bilitsoll The Bt 
superior position to all other ge 
not be obliged to eq 
‘authorized reports. But n was said in the mode it 
these would be authorized, or under what provisions Genny 
‘or, as Sir George Campbell expressed it, “safe-guards”) this power was to 
exercised. It was evident that the effect of the Bill would | entirely 
the mode in which these reports would be authorized, and DaLyELL 
aght that the Bill was defective in leaving these matters to be determined 
in the ro args were to be drawn up by peng pn fe t, instead of 
f ~oarar pt isti necegemin grad them in the Bill itself. en we 
"ered this omission in the Bi he thought the Council would agree itehiat that 
| the objections which had been raised, although they did not apply to oe Ei 
| Bill itself, but rather to the plan or rules under which the provisions 0 the 
-  “Gwere to"have effect, were deserving of careful consideration. ye 
So far as he was concerned, however, he had some doubts whether even the Bill 
itself in its present form was altogether unobjectionable. He questioned whether — 
the Government should take this power to which he had referred—whether, in 
ct, law reporting in this country should in any i Hee under the control of the — 
Government ? The days of personal Government sed away, at any rate'in 
the greater part of the country. The reign of law commenced, and heforone 
was decidedly of opinion that anything which could possibly be interpreted et 
as an interference’ with the decisions of the law’ Courts should be avoided. © — 
He submitted that, if this power of giving special authority to certain 
ee were taken, and was exercised, as it must be, by devolving the 
“duty upon some official or set of officials in the ordinary employment of the 
- Government, it would be quite possible, and not at all improbable, that 
the outside public might suppose that some sort of interference with the 
decisions of the Courts was to be attempted. The Council were aware that 
the subordinate Courts were bound by the decisions of the superior Courts. 
Now if the persons who reported these decisions of the superior Courts were =~ 
under the control of the Executive Government and not under the orders of 
_the Judges who pronounced the decisions, there was no raph that some 
2 apie which contained views adverse to those entertained by the Executive 
not be omitted from the reports, and a control be thus exercised over the 
decisions of the subordinate Courts on the same subject. His hon’ble friend = 
_ laughed at the idea of anything of the kind occurring, and Mr. Datyenm did | 
‘not suppose that it would occur; but still it would be possible, and some of = 
© the publi — think that it did noe yee At any rate, it might often. 
‘a Fo guido ecision would not be reported in such a manner as to give it 
precise bearing which was intended by the officer pronouncing the judg- 
; ment, When his hon’ble friend asked permission to introduce the Bill, bes: 
“© gave some instances of the power of the law reporter in England. He told 
us that we had not, in the om ted of Lord Ellenborough’s decisions, what that 
wned Judge had decided, but what his reporter, who afterwards became ,_ 
Campbell, had selected. If our reporters were altogether independent 
oJ , we might find ourselves in the same position in India.” We. 
find in our law reports, not what the High Courts decided, but what the 
fers, aided by the central editor, scl . His hon’ble friend would no | 
reply that it would be very easy to provide in the rules that the Judge 
aneing the decision should have some control over the report. But 
“ DALyELt’s answer to that would be that the rules might at any time b 
d without eo sanction being required. ies 
he recollect, in the original scheme which had beem pro-_ 
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improvement of the law reports, it was intend Sh 
and in spite of what his hon’ble friend had said that d 
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| ‘High Court, and shi 
"jn this shape would have the ¢ learing 
_ whether at present a law report ea nay binding authori! 
- awhich section 4 of the present Bill expressly left untouched, and of 
~ end altogether to the unauthorized reports, which at present were a 
equally to the judicial officers who administered the law and to the : 
gentlemen who practised in the Courts. Such a measure, too, would 
most completely many of the objects of the Bill, The multitude of law 
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. reports would be most effectually diminished. Their quality in all paieges en oh 
| ‘would be more likely to be improved by placing them under the direct Se 
_ wision of the highest judicial authorities in each quarter of the empire, who oy’ 


were well acquainted with the law and customs of the place, than by ings * 
“the ‘supervision to any single official, no matter how conspicuous + 
| be his ability, Their authority would be strengthened in all respects save as * 
regards local limits; and although he had carefully considered the “a Bo 
ree had been advanced, he still thought. that the difficulties which would 
be involved in extending the area within which each set of reports was now sup~ si, 
to be binding were very great,and counterbalanced any advantages that = 
might be gained by giving. the lower Courts a larger range of authorities, or by 
: bringing into prominence any differences of opinion between the superior ie 
» of different presidencies. He ventured to believe, too, that such a scheme: 
~~ would obtain the cordial co-operation of all the High Courts in ing out its — 
isions ; a co-operation which, as his hon’ble friend had told the Council that. 
Saye essential to the successful working of any scheme of law reporting, © 






_ Mr. Datrert did not know that he need go further into the obj F 

' yaised to the Bill and to the plan by which it was proposed to carry the Bill 

| © into effect, as those objections would be found fully detailed in the papers’ 
"which had been printed in connection with the measure; but if he was not» 

out of order, he would venture to ask His Excellency the President that the | 
| final discussion on the Bill might be deferred to the next meeting of Council, as 
* he believed that further communications on the subject were likely to be 

received from the Governments of Bombay and the North-Western Provinces, 
~ andvalso as His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal was not in his «. 


in ‘that day to ate: in words the objections which he had taken to some of the — * 
hg of the Bill in his Secretary’s letter which had been circulated to the s 


The Hon'ble Mr. Barxey said that, after so full a statement as that made 
~ by the hon’ble mover of the Bill, he should ordinarily not have thought it | 
| mecessary to add any remarks; but as he had personal experience of the ous 
of the present ps of reporting both in a judicial capacity and as one of 
| the original members of the Council of law reporting, he ventured to offer At 
_ few remarks upon the subject. ee 
| _.. The crying evil of the existing system was that it ministered to the vi 
~ © practice of the members of the Mofussil Bar, who regarded law reports, not, 
| much in the light of guides to show the real condition of the law, as stor 
' }-from which they could cull precedents to support any view of the law 
suited the position they were engaged to maintain—in short, their aim w, 
usually, not to assist, but to confuse, the Court. wl 
» ‘The more numerous and imperfectly stated the decisions were, the 1 
. they suited the purpose of the lower class of Mofussil vakils, and the resull 
__of the commerci tem of reporting had no doubt favoured the growth of this 
_eyil. Mx. Barry had himself been often pressed with decisions whieh 
y aeureenty contradictory. Occasionally, by close examination of the repor 
i been able to find clues which s the real drift of the decisions 
sometimes, when, cases di 





























of | Courts themselves to issue and superinte 


rr. B. ¢ out that in fact this had always been" wi 
ce of the Courts, who had indeed made occasional attemp 
“but scarcely with success. 
old Sadr Courts were, he believed, 
and were edited by the Registrar. Unqu 
i great value, and conveyed the matured 
“gentlemen of great experience, some of them perhaps ranking among the 
_ ablest who ever came to India. » 
" Nevertheless their reports could hardly be called on the whole successfiil 5; 
arg ts of Counsel were rarely, if ever, given; the statements of fact ‘we 
of a somewhat meagre description. A tleman, whose frien a 
Re ‘Barter had formerly the honour to enjoy, the late Mr. Morley, had en-_ 
| @eavoured to make a Digest of these cases, but though he laboured at the work ie 
with much assiduity for many years, and although he was well known within — 
and without the legal profession for his ability and his acquirements both as a. 
' gcholarand as a lawyer, his Digest was certainly not received by any means a8 a 
satisfactory work. And this result was owing, Mr. Bayiey believed, not so” 
much to any fault of the conn of the Digest, as to the unsatisfactory charac- 
ter of the reports with which ehadtodeal. = m 
Tt might, however, be said that these reports were the production of 
trained men, and that it was not fair to accept them as examples of the a 
tg g style of law reporting. 
aa de Pat what was the case in the old Supreme Courts? The J of those 
irts made no special effort to secure good reporting. He believed that almost 
from the earliest institution of the Supreme Courts the decisions of 
Courts were left to the unassisted efforts of private reporters. Reports we 
no doubt published ; some of them good, some of an inferior quality, and 
j were periods, Mr. Bayer believed, for which no reports at all existed, a 
during which there could be no doubt many valuable decisions passed 
gether unreported. 
'.. © After the establishment of the High Court of Calcutta, a special F 
was sanctioned for the appellate side of the High Court, who was 
erat ig ; but it was not long before that arrangement broke down, 
haa fter various attempts to meet the desired object, the establishment of | 
Council of Law Reporting in Caleutta was encouraged, if it was not actual 
, by the late learned and able Chief Justice, Sir B. Peacock. Hed 
) in the least to disparage the Bengal Law Reports; on the con.” 
trary he believed that they had done a° very useful work very well 
e as well, probably, as any law-reporting had been done in ago 
re, and in a way most creditable to the gentlemen employed, . 
s probable that the work of Government reports under the new law would — 
one much on the same lines and by the same Reporters. The ee 
ats would, however, have the further advantage of being subjected : 
lication to strict supervision and skilful professional criticism. 
Still the Bengal Council for Law Reporting themselves admitted the 
was not what they aimed at. Tn a letter addressed to Governmen 
hat, body they said: “The _—— Law Reports have not yet attained . 
Jard of excellence which their originators hoped for ;” and a 
to “the necessity of departing, inci 













: DS ohteame b Ne 5 
persistent action of the Courts themselves, ¢ 
Government could be assured of the continued willingness and 
learned Judges to superintend the reports of their judgments, 

ange objections had been raised and urged with much foree, th by 
his hon’ble friend who last spoke and by the High Court of Bombay, as 
the danger of, putting so much power into the hands of Government, and 
ht be seaaled that a corrupt “sai aided by corrupt reporters, 

pt to misreport or suppress a case ; but the answer to that objection was, 

_ doubt, that the attempt would so certainly be futile, and the attendant n i 
> eed would be so great, that, practically, no such attempt ever would 
be made. ‘ 

_. As regards the conflict of decisions, Mr. BAYLEY would also wish to say a? 
few words in further illustration of the argument used by his hon’ble fri 1 
the mover of the Bill. The effect of the provisions in the Bill would not be ie 
aggravate such conflicts, but to accelerate their termination. It might be in _ 
the remembrance of some of those who heard him that for a long time | 
a series of opposing decisions on the effect of the law of limitation had >| 

~ been passed by the Courts of Calcutta and of the North-Western Provinces, — 

“The legislature did not intervene, for it was not clear that any intervention was - 
necessary. It was only after many years that the point arose in a case of 
sufficient importance to bring it before the cognizance of the Privy Council, 
who then upheld the view of the Calcutta Court as being in accordance with 
the wording of the law. The effect of that decision, authoritatively pronoun 
was no doubt to settle the real state of the law, and the Government be «8 : 
stepped in and amended the law in the sense of the North-Western Provin 


+ 
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decision, as being most in accord with public convenience. : 
Again, not long ago, aquestion arose as tothe construction of a law of 


§ _ageneral application, by which certain officers of Government were guided in the 


performance of their duty. Some of these officers applied accordingly thro 

: their Local Government for instructions. On rebeenes to the bli 

_ Law Officers it was found that the point raised had twice come before the High 
Court of Calcutta; had twice been fully argued, and in both cases the decisi 

_ was the same, a decision moreover known to be in entire accordance ‘with the 


fe ” intention with which the law was framed, The Government of India accord. * 


ingly referred the officers to the decisions in question. Butit then was found out _ 
, in another High Court a single J udge, on a reference from a lower Court, 
. and without any argument before him, had expressed a contrary opinion, _ 
. which had been reported as a precedent, and which, therefore, Courts in his 4 
_ province were, as the law nowe stood, bound to 3 and thus, in a 
"Matter in which uniformity of action was not only desirable but important, no — 
such uniformity was possible, until one Court or other on its own motion re- 
viewed its existing decisions, for which no opportunity might arise for years, - 
. But under the provisions of the a rive Bill, the Judge of any s Z 
‘aay Court having the opportunity of f owing whatever precedent com 
i 


to his judgment, the conflict was sure at once to be brought under h A 
peat ; 















attention of the Superior Courts, and to be fully argued. It was to be h 
in the majority of these cases the law would settle itself; but if it sho 
prove otherwise, the remedy of a ‘sp to the Privy Council or of 
lative interference would still be as wealletin as before, only the necessity of 0 
remedy or the other would be more ‘promptly shown. . Baynry, in 
_ clusion, Lt por the Council to excuse the length to which his expre 
opinion had extended. 








interest _ 

ide public of that ki Fb 
was in their own hands. All they would hay 
person like Mr. Sutherland to publish the j 












he High, Courts. rina ie 
The obj of sha Goversmant in supervising "Po eas of & comple 









trated intelligent. persons suspected the thoroughness ‘of the pre 
‘As for any other outside public, Mx. Hosnouse suspected that they” 
Y er know or care anything about the matter. * eae 
er nM ex hon'ble friend. said there was no safeguard provided. bg tho Bill: 
had not heard what safeguard his hon’ble friend wo : 
d not think of any mechanical saf 
The true safeguard was to get men of intelli 
e work, whose interest wo d be to frame good rts, 
‘s hon’ble friend made some observations as to the ‘power of 
But that power éxisted now, as Mr. Hosuovse had. been 













































z ve Law Reporters under public and responsible supervision. Such 
“vision as was exercised by Lord Campbell over the decisions of 
- Ellenborough was doubtless very beneficial to the public. In that case. 
strong lawyer with a reputation of his own at stake made selections from 
_ judgments of which some were useful and some otherwise. In other uf 
_ the process might not be so useful. But the power of selection must be ~~ 

somewhere, and the object was to have it in a quarter where there -was é 

1, Meevery motive to exercise it well. If it were not exercised well, he again — 

_ said that the whole lan must fail, and the lawyers would continue to be 
_ burdened with a number of reports that were useless to them. : 

Phe. hon’ble Mr. Dalyell had said, er that our object. should be to. 
- induce the High Courts to become responsible Tor the reports of their deci 
sions. Mr. HopHovuse did not know how we could induce them to do so, 

they were ready to do it, he admitted that that would most completely m 

the object in view. His hon’ble colleague, Mr. Bayley, had just shown 

ht aii to instances how difficult it was for the High Courts to perform # 

+ duty with sufficient promptitude and alae and Mr. HopHousE 

feces ythi more to add to what had already said. roms 

ie yal “Whe Motion was put and agreed to. ; 
|. The Hon’ble Mr. Hosnovse also moved that the Bill as amended bep 

‘ He would give two reasons against the proposal to postpone 


* 

ie 
ts 

Ss 


‘this Bill. It was true that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor was 


in his place, but that was not of itself an objecti 
Phe letter sent to the Committee on behalf of Sir Richard 
+ deal on the mischiefs of the present system, and mentiox 
: plan of the Government in a very brief and cursory ™ 
» was nothing in the letter which led Mr. Honnovse to believe th 
tenant-Governor wished to oppose the passing of the Bill. He had : 
‘the letter to the Council because it touched only very lightly on o! 
ich he had to-day stated fully as they were put f others. 
( alternative suggestion was made, but that, as Mr. Hosa 
momothing Iie a reconstitution of the business 

large and difficult arrangement, which would 
Rare wished to tak eas Obeae he ' 
ir had to 2 in i ¢ e wou 
Sate Withe regard to the Civil Appeals Bill fv had 


‘and Mu, Honnouse had 






















Bill. 





























rmed, In. order to beable to answer any quest 

requisite promptitude and accuracy, it was necessary t 

should himself, and the consequence was that, in every case in whi 

he thought it possible that questions could arise, he always made it a rule 

read through all the papers the day before the Council met. The result 
1 It was the practice, when no amendment was made, to a B 

same sitting at which the Report was taken into Copeidenston. ie bei 
I ity then for full discussion. The ractice was a very conven 

had be 






























To justify a departure from it, a reason should be given, and 
“Mr. Hosrovse thought that none such en given. He should, therefore, _ 
| ask that the motion might be put. (i 
The Hon’ble Mr. DAyet said that his hon’ble friend Mr. Hobhouse had 
‘omitted to mention two other grounds which had been advanced in favour of — 
the postponement of this motion, namely, that communications were expected 
from Bombay’ and the North-Western Provinces. They had as yet had no ~ 
| yepresentation of any kind from the North-Western Provinces. He believed 
| that some of the Judges of the High Court of the North-Western Provinces 
were very strongly opposed to the Bill. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Barry explained that the rules to be framed under this 
Bill, which were circulated to hon’ble members, had been confidentially cireu- 
lated some time since to the Judges of the High Courts : objections might be 
received regarding those rules, but he did not think that, after such a length 
» of time, they might expect to receive further objections to the Bill itself. 
His Excellency rar Present said :—“ I am sure the general’ feeling of 
the Council always is, that if any member wishes any particular measure to be 
Be med for a short time, in order to give further opportunity for discussing 
| its details, such postponement should be acceded to. At the same time we 
i.  miust all feel that the manner in which business has to be transacted by my 
-hon’ble friend, Mr. Hobhouse, deserves every possible consideration. Of course 
it would be a very great convenience to him that this Bill should be disposed 
of in order that his whole mind may be applied to the other Bill to which he . 
’ has referred as standing for consideration at our next meeting. I should, 
therefore, be inclined to suggest to my hon’ble friend, Mr. Dalyell, that if he 
does not desire to propose any substantial amendment to the Bill, it would be | 
more convenient that it should be passed to-day.” Binal 


The Hon’ble Mr. Daryetx said that, if the objections to delay were pj ie 












amendment of the law relating to Merchant Seamen), and for other purposes, 


SIR JAMSETJEE JEEJEEBHOY’S LOAN BILL. 


The Hon'ble Mn. Eras asked leave to postpone the motion fi Piso : 
_ introduce a Bill to secure the repayment of a loan by th crennaie nd 
__ to Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, path at oe 


Leave was granted. ; 
t Council adjourned to Tuesday, the 2nd February 1875. _ 


4% if 


| WHITLEY stoke 


& we “wd Shr me <a which a parr the President had adv: Na 
| he was g to wi w his pro or the ti i » | 
Be before the Council. proposa postponement of the motion, . a 
E _ The Motion was put and agreed to. ? ee 4 
ine MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 4 
_- ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Honnovse also presented the Report of the Select 
: Committee on the Bill for the further amendment of Act I of 1859 (for the cA 

ae: bei 
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be iti OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
f . ASoprrm«ent to the GazETrE oF INDIA will be published from time to time, containing such Official Papers and se > - 
Et salon err serumont of Tada may dee to bof inert ta the Public, ond uch ar moy wel be amity ry a 
* Non-Subsoribers to the GAZETTE may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment of siz Rupees per annum tf be hh 
delivered in Calcutta, or nine Rupees if sent by Post. “4 
No Official Orders or Notifications, the publication of which in the Gazette or INDIA is required by Law, or rx ig 
which it has been customary to publish im the Cavourra Gazetrs, will be included in the Surruemunt. For such a | 
Meine und Notifications the body of the Gazerrx must be looked to. oe. | 
P fea ie ep GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. , | 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. ‘ eu 
Abe 
REPORT ON CANAL PLANTATIONS IN THE NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES ~ | 
j FOR 1873-74. . | 
a - x 
No. 1118 W., dated 17th October 1874. ies 
e RESOLUTION—By His Honor the Lioutenant-Governor, North-Western Provinces. adh. | 
ag .. 
ee Report of the Inspector of Canal Plantations, and reports of Superintending Engineers, Ist and 2nd Cireles. 1 
e™ Remanxs.—Surgeon-Major Jameson has submitted his report on the plantations of the 


The condition of the majority of the 
migh! 


. Ganges, Eastern Jumna, Dun, and Agra Canals. 
£ be 


plantations is said to be satisfactory ; in certain divisions it is not so good as 
wished. 

_. 2. The total expenditure on maintenance, as shown in the appendix, deducting the 
cael ce for establishment in the Ganges and Eastern Jumna Canals, was Rs. 69,261, a ee. | 
“© © gf allotment of Rs.'79,623, of which Rs. $2,228 was for the Agra Canal from Loan Fut ee 
1 for the year were 


ae Rs, Omitting the Agra Canal, the net profits : 
paste ~4en-72 . 65,305 Rs, $3,592, showing a net increase of Rs. 14,472 over last year’s 
ap. ~ a Sere “98,087 returns, and a gross increase of Rs. 10,341. The gross income for» be 
a anere-74 “. 93,878 the last three years is shown in the margin. The gradual increage =i 
ao a is satisfactory. *, 
eee GANGES CANAL. oa 

Rs. 42,642, against an allotment of Rs. 40,400 ; a. 

+ 


spain 4% 8, The ex diture on maintenance was 
the excess being on the Anupshabr and Bulandshahr Divisions. 
oS _ The total receipts doc 62,347, and the total expenditure, including establishment, was 
ike 60,765, giving 2 net profit of Rs. 11,581, against Rs. 6,046 of last year’s. The analysis 
? tein Superintending Bngineer’s report shows the increase to have been due principally 
the sale of Sardhana mango garden in Meerut Division, which raised the receipts for this 
, under the head of sales of fruit, to Rs. 11,045, against Rs. 2,511 of last’ year. There 
also an increase of Rs. 6,000 on sales of grass, due to the receipts in a and Etawah | 
visiohs, for which no revenue was realised last year. The increase would have been larger 
been for a* considerable decrease under sales of timber and firewood in Meerut 
ich neutralised the inerease derived under this head from Cawnpore and Etawah. 
actual receipts from sales should be taken into account the increasing 
vatations themselves, which is now rated at Rs. 10,00,000. Beat a 
t there is a loss in the Bulandshahr Division this year; but it is wnder- 
cales were not credited within the financial year. rs ae 
to notice that the Northern and Aligarh Divisions have - this year 
; $e Met 


i ; ial ‘ Nags > Ae 
; Coe Riel k Fe Se Oe 
er Weaker ae 
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The retarn from the Etawab Division has sli mr 

The increase to the number of trees on the canal banks ti 
is most satisfactory in the Northern, Meerut, and Aligarh Di 
officers concerned. Care should be taken to supply the gaps . 
transplanting that has taken place : the decrease in seedlings which the Inspector of 
notices should be at once rectified. ; ; be 

Below is a statement showing the progress that has been made in fencing the plantations; 
all this work has been carried out subsequently to 1872-73, and the best progress has been ~ 
made in the Aligarh and Bulandshahr Divisions. The return shows that there is still a 
to be done. His Honor trusts that this subject will meet with the particular attention of © 
canal officers, and directs that a return for each division may for future years be furnished , _ 
with the report, showing the length to be fenced, length fenced last year, total completed, 
total remaining to be done. The Superintending Engineer, 2nd Circle, will report specially. ! 
whether the ditch running along the entire length of the Eastern Jumna Canal plantations = 
precludes the necessity of other kinds of fence. ‘A return will also be made by Su tend- =, 

le under columu ‘ balance to be fenced : ; 

















































































ing Engineer of the entry which should be mad is 
—— = 4 
c . 
3 =a 3 MILES FENCED IN 3 a 
¢ zg ; oy | 
45 bs 3 3 
Division. Ss | Efe) es 3 'g Remarks. 
ee |ees| da | fe | 8 
we (hed) AB | a | Ss 
5. 1a" é a | 
— —_——|- | —— ae oe ty 
Ganoxrs Canal. , . 
Northern om ne ow 5 16 21 | 68 
» Anupshabr ae one 166 a 12 16 161 
Meerut ... “ ‘ss 112 27 1 £ A. 
‘Bulandshab: 162 12 
ign - 246 44 34 73 | 168 
Cawny 256 4 10 24 232 4 
~Baeh 246 vv 5 22 #224 
‘Eastern Jumna Canal 246 ~ | 12 ws | There is a ditch more or 
less along the entire a 
| length. # 
Dun Canals ia iae we are ove voy None required. 
Ane Canal, 1st Division ~ 100 hin 100 100 rn j 
itto, 2nd ditto vn 180 oe ow 20 160 | Fifty-five miles to be fenced 4 
: by Customs Department; | © 
| the sek will be done in “|, 
& \ 1874-75. aa 
* Deducting fisar, 157. K i 
EASTERN JUMNA CANAL. — + ae, F 
4, The expenditure was Rs. 6,838, against an allotment of Rs. 7,000; the establishments « 


charges were Rs. 1,805, the receipts were Rs. $0,552, and the net profits were Rs. 9,467 mére 4 + 
-than those of last year. This return is most satisfactory, and the large sum of Rs. 28,114 © 4 
‘realised by the sale of timber, taken in combination with the excellent order in which the trees, j 
d banks are reported to be, reflects great credit on the officers of the Division. The Inspece- 
tor appears to consider the enumeration of the trees not as complete as could be wished on his me 
inspection : he could obtain from the foresters no account of the number of smaller trees in the ~ 
nurseries, A report on this subject was subsequently received. Care should be taken to keep 
registers accurately, and it may be laid down as a rule that the plants must not bd 








these 
allowed to fall below the numbers necessary to supply the place of felled trees. 
DUN CANALS. 


5. There is nothing special to notice this year. — 
AGRA CANAL, - s 


6. lat Division.—Has the credit of being the first Division in the North-Western Prise 
whose — are nen fenced. Saat aa ’ Ban ths 
2 ivision.—The mistake has been of planting trees before a fence is made. 
Definite orders have been passed which will allow of the early + aapleliae of fallen ma 


; The orders prohibiting ing until land is fenced, published i 1 ¢ 
1870-71 and 18178, are ook ie out strictly, and a wasteful ex omits is the co! 
eae It is necessary that Superintending Engineers should pay special attention to the 

neat ‘ y a sik ava oS ‘sie " Magar? ‘ : 
AS ie gee atc 3 ele nc a Slee ™ 










an estimate was dl 
few acres in tsar soil for ten” . The an J 
vears were stated at Re. 3,862, an estimate for Rs. 400 for preparin; 
ing the plantation was sanctioned under the recommendation of the | Bea an 
; ‘ons, and with the intimation that a yearly report of the proceedings and the accounts 
‘be submitted with the plantation report. i 
_[n addition to this a report was submitted by Mr. McArthur, the Subdivisional Officer in 
“charge of the agricultural iments on ‘isar lands, of the results attained up to the end of 
ast financial “year. The accounts showed an expenditure of Rs. 891 (against ipts of 
» Rs. 794, or a deficit of Rs. 97), and-th me, 
‘neome Rs. 306, or an anticipated net inco : 
“no to the number of years during which the process of reclamation had been going on, “4 
varying from one year to four, and the results tend to show that, tsar land ean be reclaimed’. 
. thoroughly after four years’ silting and manuring ; but the question whether the cost of re- ~ 
is less than the price of good land, remains to be determined. The experi of bs 


» treating the soil with éke-(Catatropis gigantea) according to the practice of Utah, U. S., was 
tried, and the results show that there is no more virtue in ¢& than in any other fibtous plant, 
similar results being obtained from fields on which this plant had been ploughed in, and from 

* others which had been manured with water grasses. These resulte establish the conclusion 

‘that for land near the canal the natural manure will be water grasses. It is clearly proved that ’ 
where water is attainable rice can be grown upon Yisar. Superintending Engineer has noticed = 
that in calculating the results of these experiments no account was taken of the water-rate, 
which should be debited: this should doubtless be done. Superintending Engineer has been 
instructed to submit a report showing the account-current of each field, and instructions have 


been given to continue the experiments. 





















receipts 
e forecast for the current year showed ch Rs. 110, 
me of Rs. 196. The fields were divided into classes 



















GENERAL. 


8. The need of Mr. Jameson’s manual is very urgent. The greater part of the work is, 
in the Press, and its early publication is ec gt Fall and complete instructions are detailed y 
in it as to planting and tending trees of all kinds suitable for the canal banks, and it is ex 
pected that it will prove of great service when put into the hands of canal officers. * 
. 
Onper.—Ordered, that copies of this Resolution and of the reports be forwarded to the ,. 
Government of India and the Controller, Public Works Accounts, for information ; also to the 
Inspector of Canal Plantations and all Superintending and Executive Engineers for informa- 








> tion and guidance. 
a By order, &c., 2 
be W. H.GREATHED, Gvi., R. E., 
” Joint Secy. to Govt. N. W.P.  * 
+ q Eel 
om Nos. 26-28 I., dated Fort William, the 26th January 1875. ° 
2 OBSERVATIONS—By the Govt. of India, Puptic Works Derr. 
% Le ‘A letter from the Government of the North-Western Provinces, Public Works Department, Irrigation 
i Fae. ~ Branch, No. W., dated 23rd November 1874, forwarding copy of the report on canal lantations 
oS in the North-Western Provinces for the year 1873-74, and of Resolution of that 
pee nal reviewing the same. me ie 
> ‘ * 
— *  Opsurvarions.—The report is, on the whole, satisfactory and shows material progress, bas, ; 


‘does not call for any special remarks by the Government of India. 

2. A copy of the report on the sar experiments, alluded to in the second clause of para- 
graph 7 of the N. W. P. Government’s Resolution, should be forwarded for the informa- 
tion of the Government of India. 
‘yf 98. The Resolution of the local Government should be published in the Gazette of India 
5 for general information. ¢ 
Take, ey Z q 

~ “ Orpen.Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Government of the 
“North-Western Provinces, Public Works Department, Irrigation Branch, for information and 
; , and to the Department of Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce, with a copy of the 


AS for information. . 
is Resolution and of that of the loval Government be forwarded 


Also, that. a co of this 
to ‘the Home ate oF for publication in the Supplement to the Gazette of India. so; daa 


G. T, SKIPWITH, Captain, RB, 
Asst, Seoy: to the Govt. of India, 


A. 
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HICK, BRST SORT. 


Present retarn. 
Nest preceding return. 
Corresponding retars 
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SE cos bas 2 2. ERNMENT OF INDIA, : BA science y 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, AGRICULTURE, AND COMMERCE. _ 


$: 
RTS ON THE STATE OF THE SEASON AND PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS FOR 
; ‘THE WEEK ENDING THE 4th FEBRUARY 1875. 4 
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~Generat Remanxs.—Rain has fallen in the northern districts of Madras, parts of Sindh, ie 

ge lly though in small quantity throughout Bengal. ‘There have been slight scattered falls in pr 2 
; Western Provinces, Oudh and the Central Provinces, In the Punjab, where its want is most 
a ight showers are reported only from Jullundur and Lahore. Damage from frosts continues to be Batt 
re} from Sindh, parts of Nasik, the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. In the latter provinces iti 
. the gram and arhar have suffered. With the exception of the Deccan districts of Bombay and parts: 


of the Punjab and North-Western Provinces prospects appear generally to be sati factory. The winter 























rice harvest in Bengal has closed with excellent results. ( Fs 
2 juicl °° . 4 
; . nfall for a 
Presidency or Province and week State of agricul 4] 
nic I agricultural prospects. 
District. preceding. * 
Kistna (Feb. 4th) “64 | Rainfall slight elsewhere ; two feet four inches water over anicut ; canal, apply ; 4 
at Masuli- | sufficient ; little improvement in dry crops; varagu and cotton harvested in | 
patam. Vinnukonda; outturn half; markets well supplied locally; prices steady ; 


20 mild small-pox continues; fever abating ; cattle generally unhealthy; pasture *) 
at‘Guntoor. | getting scarce. é | 
Nil Season Rrogriths second crop paddy still being sown; a good cots 
markets well supplied ; prices steady ; water ond pasture abundant ; fever is 
cattle disease in several taluk»; no water over Sunkesala anicut. & 
Trichinopoly ” ” Water-supply generally sufficient; crops good ordet; prices steady; public = 
health ps ; pasture on the whole sufficient. 
Malabar (4th) re Harvesting of second crop in progress; markets well wcpatielly prices steady ; 
fever-in some parts; small-pcx slightly prevalent; cattle disease slight in 
Palliswanad ; pasture withering. 
Rainfall elsewhere scarce; water in rivers and tanks scarcity ; water over anicut 
nove; no wet cultivation, that of a few dry crops continues in some parts; 
crops good order; harvest wet and some dry crops yield satisfactory; markets 
well cxpplied ; prices steady; small-pox in some places; cattle disease in | 
Sheally taluk ; some loss ; ture sufticient, | 
General Remarks,—Gene' prospects satisfactory. 


Kurnool (8rd) 
























Bombay— (Feb. 3rd) 
: Sindh. 


K Fever continues; late rabi crops damaged by frost in Sakra, Bela, and Kotree, , 
and sugarcane in Sakra and Bela; good shower of rain in Sakra on 23rd = 

‘ January, and a little in Khetty on 30th; cattle in Jerruck and camels in 
Sadatupa suffering from disease. | 
Shikarpor a's Very slight damage generally from, frosts; weather warmer and cloudy with | 
. hopes of rain, which is muc! wantal. : fi 
_ Hyderabad gai a; Rape and oil-seeds injured to some extent by frost; no other chai ’ ‘ 
' Upper Frontier ie “41 | Wheat, barley, and pulse slightly injured by frost, early pipe we crops moro 
¥ 80; prospect of season impsoved: : a 
« jarat . 
babes ; ‘ Crops doing well, except cotton in Sanund, a small portion of which has suffered 


from frost. A 
Rabi crops progressing ; fever and injury to crops in Pardee. ” 
Wheat ad Trane — for harvest ; ectlon-pioking progressing ; weather good, 
except in Ahmod, where fever continues. 
Rabi crops and public health good ; weather continues cold. 





Rabi crops unchanged ; cotton market dull; rate 47. eae 
Further damage to rabi crops and fruit trees from frost; ice an ineh thick | 


% 
found on morning of 31st ultimo; no change iu public health. GP iy 4 
* “J 
ape 
Nights and days cool; public health good; fever and ague in some talukas | 
feape guod'in Matin, Shabpar, Beewndy, Bassin, Sed Kurjut taluka | 
and middling elsewhero. : aE 
. sero peel 
of rabi same as before; in some places it is being reaped eee 

climate and public ne 










Ni ctting clas eet’ ; bash geod 


Fog (x 
: of crops same as before ; weather ‘ 
Bi ot rope sae as before; jowari 








in 






Bombay—continued. ; oi 
"Southern Mahratta eae! 
‘Country 





Belgaum BEN, Na ae Rabi and cotton crops good, oxeagt in Uthid taluka, where rats are damaging 
— ory weather fine ; —_ heal ne ET: , IDF wee 
rwar aes ove eat, in, cotton, ., Bae as ‘ore; imprévii 5 
Deron anh Nawalgoond ; cattle disease in Hangul and Koa sabia dius 
Kanara wt os Prospects of sugarcane crop good in Karwar, Ankola, and Yellapoor; fever in 
Sirci, Yellapoor, and Hullial; small-pox in Siroi; slight cattle Print ‘ 
: Carwas, Sirci, and Hullial. Sogn j 
Koladgi <a Pa Rabi middling, cotton indifferent; fever prevalent, except in Bagulkot aud — 
Bagwadi. Peer 
Kathiawar and Gackwar's ieee thes 
— J, public health fs 
i jas an Cro erall ; weather cold ; public healt! ; oy 
Wudwan ve oss Weather cloudy ow of crops and health same ri nw ” ae) 
Baroda " ove Cotton-picking continues ; rabi prospects and public health Les 4 
General Remarks.—No change of importance ; rabi in Si a little damaged 
by frost. : : 
Bengal— y I 
Burdwan oe -27 | Rainfall at Cutwa “49, Rancegunge ‘21, Culna and Jehanabad nil; week cold q 
and cloudy; west wind, and clear on the Ist February ; crops flourishing: 3 
‘Bankura te 0°25 | Slight rain on the 26th January, rest of the week was dry. Winter crops 
very well. The rain has allowed preliminary ploughings for next season's 
rice crop to commence. ; a” 
Beerbhoom es 0:50 | Some rain has fallen. Weather uncertain, Cold weather crops, &c., doing well. 
fees Ploughing for oilseeds in progress. 
Miduapore as O23 Vee ul and cloudy. Harvest all in. Prospects of cold weather crops 
are ¥ ‘ 
Hooghly te 028 Cloudy on one day and some rain has fallen, remainder of the week clear. 


Wind from north and north-east. ‘The rain has been good for potatoes, but 
: may injure the peas. Onions and other vegetables doing well. 
24-Perguonahs eas O'18 | Cloudy in the mornings during the early part ‘of the week. Slight showers have 
‘ fallen during the week all over the district. The harvest of late rice has been ~ 

\ nearly completed. Cold weather crops generally doing well. 

Nuddes caw 015 | Seasonable weather. Little rain. The cold weather crops generally are getting 

Hl on well. The Collector has received several petitions from the Vilage in the 
Chupra and Teyhuttee thannas, informing him that their rice crops were 
destroyed by inundation, and that their cold weather crops have been destroyed 
by hail, and that consequently they will require help, as they have had no 
means of recovering from the late famine. An assistant has been deputed 
to inquire into the matter for special report. 

Slight rain fell. Weather bright and seasonable, mornings occasionally foggy. 
No change to report, on the state of the crops. The prospects of the eta 
weather crops continue good. There is a difference of 10 seers between ‘the 
reported prices of best rice in the east and west of the district. Common 

b vice averages 18 to 12 seers the rupee. 

Dinagepore ese Nil Cloudy and forgy during the early part of the week, afterwards the weather 

has e cold and bright. The mustard crop will be below the average. 
| Other cold-weather crops looking well. Land in some places begun to 
be broken up for the bhadoior early crops. Telegraphed on the 4th February : “ 


Moorshedabad 10 O14 


+__ 


¥ 13 inch of rainfall since the date of report, 
Maidah see “ Weather cold 7 oer and tog Boro or spring rice is now bisa 
i bein; wn, Prospects of all cold-weather crops are : | 
~sensgll mi] Nit neu So ied ns days cloudy and tae ‘ 
gpore -_ i eather very cold; some days cloudy an thick. Reaping of late riceis finished. 
‘ - Cold-weather crops doing pretty well. Mustard a hae porticen y Pe and 
there, and its outturn is not favourable. Sugarcane looks well. he ow 
Bogra | ‘. Weather very cold in the morning and evening. The reaping of the late tice 
crop is not yet finished. Gok ae 
Pubna sae 0-06 | Little rain has fallen. Weather cold, fine, and seasonable. The chaitali or Biss 
April crop seedlings are well above the ground, and promise well. Some of — 
them are in flower. Harvesting of sugarcane and turmeric going on rapidly. 
: The jally and boro, or spring rice crops, are being sown. be: 
Jalpaiguri 4, Nil Weather cold ; ecaicaings fogey. All crops doing well. 
Dacea waa Weather cold and cloudy. Little rain has fullen. Crops very good. 
Vers tite ene since last report; some light showers of rain fell, 
sufficient to make = appreciable difference either for good or bad. 
— sk bright and clear again and exceedingly . Health of 
istrict F 
| Cold and cloudy towards the end of the week ; a very slight shower of 
on the 30th January. The prospects of the cold-weather 
| cellent. Health of the pd good. es F 
Weather cloudy with east wind. There is reason to fear blight and 
injuring the standing crops, if the weather does not clear up soon. —'T 
tien cree ry aveah C6, Besar DAG Cartan Gott : 
since re) ; juxar O25, 
Cold ey weather. Prospects of " cold i 
the cold-weather P 
ron geo Bypeony Telegraphed on the 4th February : ‘Te ah of ra 
80th January to 8rd February. Bisset 
Mey 8 eee Ee? 
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Weather 


Clear and seasonable up to 29th January ; oy. 
fa ble. Wheat, ee eepes tg 

wourable. , rahur (pulse), an‘ doin; 3 

where forward; mustard % bein, 7 Len 4 a 
peas from frost has been repo 
thannas Mushruck and Goothni of thanna Durrowli. 


west wind prevailing. 








gathered ; very slight inj 


ready for sowing. Prices stationary. General health good. 
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023 
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(23 







A very sli 
‘Sudier 
weather is also cold. 





January. 


on. Cold-weather 
reported as excellent. 


great deal of good, 


ublic health good. 


health of the people 


Genera 
out the week, and 
caused 


crops. 
. 


Not received. 
Arhar, 


of a really 
Weather cloudy: 


with drizzling rain 
clouds over about noon; a little fear oxpressed that com 
damage mustard and what rice is lying on the threshing floor. Wheat 
barley doing very well in the north. 
t shower of rain on t 
station. A fall of 0:2 of rain is repor' 


Weather variable with a slig 
Harvesting of rice crop satisfacto! 


Burdwan : fever less; cholera in i 

several parts of the Sudder, Diamond Harbour, Barripore, and 

divisions; fever decreasing in the sub-division of eee hale: Moorshedabad ; 

. Chittagong: there 

f cholera in the village of Ghoramara, thanna 

rted. Patna: health of the district good. Gya: 

pe est Tirhoot : public health good. Sarun : general 

health Cw Bhagulpore : general health very good. he gael 

good. re: general health satisfactory. Ilazareebagh : 8 

slightly on the increase in Hiemeonegh. ‘ 
t Remarks.—The weather has been cold and cloudy a aa 

rain has fallen in more than half the districts. 

damage by the hailstorms of previous weeks was 

harvesting of the late rice has been completed in most of the 

very satisfactory results. The cold-weather crops are still progressing favour- — 

ably, but in a few limited tracts have suffered a little from frost, 

i Lands are being broken up for 


‘as been w slight outbreak o 
Koomeria ; nine cases are. 


is progressing with fair prospects. 


General remarks.—Arhar and gram considerably injured 
frost is alsu reported from Mirzapore. 
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anna return from them. 


within the jurisdiction ot funeapennt out 
i. Indigo fields are 


cloudy and clear alternately ; mornin erally foggy. The cold- 
weather crops are excellent; late rice has been aitested: f 
Cloudy weather. The crops are looking well all over the district. Telegraphed 
on the 4th February: rainfall of 0°39 inch to evenin 
Rain general on the south of the Ganges, on the ni 
and cloudy on the 1st instant. Weather very cold. 
Rain of great benefit to all standing crops. 
Cloudy weather ; the state and prospects of the col 
There will be a sixteen- 


of 8rd Fel . 
Sit of the pag 
‘o report from the 
\d-weather crops are enllah 


from 2 p. a. of the 29th January ; bright morning; — 
tinued rain 















he 19th January. Weather cold at the 
ted from Jajepore, where the 


Late rice harvest almost over. Winter crops ripening ; 


in some places the harvest has alread begun. Cotton and tobacco 
well. Telegraphed on the 4th February: 












crops good. . 
Weather fair and he was raining hard at_ the time of report. 


Slight damage done to ranur pulse by frost. 


Posiic Heatru. 


Furreedpore: general health gi 


yy insects. 


rainfall of 0°10 inch on thé 3lst 


‘ 
ht fall of rain in some parts of the sub-division: 
rily completed. Crushing of sugarcane going 


Crops stilk | 
do good. 
Weather favourable; some rain has fallen. The little rain that fell has done a 


laces. 24-Pergunnahs : cholera prevailing in 
Baraset sub- 


ublic health: 
pox appears 


ight, and the 


Rainfall three-tenths in one a; arhar and gram considerably damaged 
by frost, the latter also edb i i 


, and sarsun injured by frost, the first considerably ; more rain 


wan! 
Ei hain for rabi; no damage from frost and litle from hail; ew prospect 
ae crop, especially wheat, peas, and barley. bala, 


by frost; damage by 


Spring rice 
the ensuing 
















s 
z 
fi 
a 

F} 


Ne, 








| General Remarks.—Rain wanted throughout the province; h 
; a few cases of Jes and small-pox in Lahore. di and small. 

oad 0 Sw caeee of ete tpn i Haba, bol a ewal aa 

cattle disease in fatal form prevails exclusively. ; 








Oudh— Fae A 
F Gram, peas, and arhar ha’ ffered from frost, but the rain has 
Lucknow (Feb. 3rd) | Rainfall pail the’damage; bail is reported to have fallen in a wills jn 
Fryzabad istrict; prospects on the whole favourable ; public good 
a disease still prevails in some parts. Nips 
C. Provinces- - ; en Rear 
Bilaspur (Jan. 30th) $x Weather cloudy; slight showers of rain; prospects of rabi good; few cases of — 
smaill-pox ; prices steady. 115 tet aa 
Tprer Goda * TB | Gektuer dence pronpests good; fiver prevsleat se 
per Godavari aes 29 eather cloudy ; pects 3 fever lent ; prices easy. : 
Chanda (Jan. 31st) “06 =| Ditto; rabi parece favourably ; fever and cattle disease prevalent. 
Raipur - "25 | Rabi pros good; health good; prices easy. ‘ 
Balaghit (Feb. 1st) vei Weather cloudy ; prospects good; health ; ¥ ig steady. . 
Chhindwara oss bee Ditto; rabi promising; health good ; prices falling. eee 
Bhandara (Feb. 2nd) sais Ditto; threshing of finer rice completed ; rabi favourable ; fever and a 
prevalent; prices on § ; ae 
Nagpur (8rd) -_ Ditto; rabi doing well; health good; cattle disease continues ; pee “s 
stationary. e 
Wardha sth Jct Weather alee; rabi favourable; cattle disease continues. 
Jubbulpore asa 20 | Fears of blight ontortaiued ; small-pox prevalent, 
Saugor « ea Weather clear; rabi pro.nises well; small-pox prevalent; prices stationary. = 
Seoni se F ee Weather clear ; rabi thriving ; sickness eee * 
Nimar a i Weather clear; prospects of rabi favourable; small-pox and cattle disease con- 
tinue ; prices fits. se . 
Narsinghpur ea ae Rabi crops good; fever and small-pox prevailing ; prices falling. : 
memengbed ae . } Prospects continue good, , . 
Mandla (Feb. 4th) 05 | Prices fallen. 
Dumoh ase : yaar rig! wor sa rices risen. - tans geal lionel 
General arke.—Prospects generally continue and prices . In 
the Jubbulpore district alone are fears of blight cioviaianh: — 
British Burma ves ae Report not received. 
ei (por and Coorg— ; 2 
. Gonr (Feb. — } Nil... | Harvesting of early crops nearly completed ; later crops sown in some districts; 














cattle disease prevalent in parts of four districts; public health generally” 
al Remarks.—Agricultural prospects guod. gis 


Assam— ; 
. Gaubiti (Feb. ath) Nit... | Weather settled, cool overcast mornings, cool de’ ights, becom, 
ing hot; reaping of sali finished, outturn is Gul; puae Tete and other 
winter crops progressing ; public health good. ee ] 
Spring crops progressing ; ,small-pox still prevalent. vi 


. * Sylhet _ 








p= peae’ Assigned 
Umraoti (Feb. 4th) 


jpootana— 
ace (Jan. 30th) Nil 
Jeypore 


Rabi crops ripening, expected outcarn good. 







Prospects and health good. 















(Feb. 4th) fe Agricultural prospects not discouraging ; rai ted ; public heelth 
Ajmere as ees Health good; traps hopeful ; sealber plow 44 Bes 
Central India— : 
Indore (Reb. 4th) 
Rutlan Health and agricultural prospects continue good. 


Report not received. 


